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INFORMATION RELATING TO THOMAS RIHA
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Boulder, Colorado -

Colorado, Boulder

Monday, Aprii 14, 1969

Volume 17. Number 116

HISTORY PROF_MISSING

st}
-t

LR .

BY DAVID M. GAON
. Copyright, 1969 by The Colorado Daily

The month long absense of Russian History Professor Thomas
Riha is shrouded in mystery -including a report from zi official of the
Central Intelligence Agency (ClA) that Riha is “safe” but his

whereabouts cannot be divulged.
Riha disappeared during the
weekend of March 15, one week

after a quarrel with his wife at his
home. He was last seen in Boulder
March 14 at a dinner party at the

‘home of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth

A MGONTH . , -

Rine’s Abs

enee Mysterious

that he would inform certain
people of his whereabouts.
Meanwhile acheck by the Daily of
friends and associates shows that

no one has received any
information aboéut his
disappearance.

On April 9. Montreal

information reported an unlisted
telephone number for a Thomas

. [—

“leave without pay,” according 3
William  Briggs, dean of i
College of Arts and Sciences
Briggs said that April 10 he wrnt
to Riha at a forwarding addres
provided by the Boulder Pos
Office: :

A check of the Brooklyn, New
York address revealed that it i
the home of relatives of M.

: S 5 Sorens i : . b .
: Sorenson. Mrs. Sorenson is 2 Riha. A second check April 12 Hanna Riha. Mrs. Riha, who i
i student of Riha’s. shows only an unlisted number staying at the Brookiyn address.
; The exacl f,‘ucumstanc;s for an O. Rika in Montrea). seid that she has not heard from
g surrounding his disappearance are  Dyring the week of April 6 Riha  her husband since she left w.ex
i - unknowu;. "TELLIGENCE gave his nephew Zdenk Cervay of home early March 9. Briggs hzs
1 ' Seve ll\ ? Rita's ~ associale the same address as M. 10U received a reply to his reques:
: Several of Riba's ﬁocu.}'u}s Tannenbaum the power of, for information about Riha's
i _sus;z“.t e B ﬁ.m.\?'v'.'. w;‘:‘ attorney to sell lus house in” plans.
! mtelligence  otfficiais - this Boulder. (‘Cl’V“y' said  he has The exact nature of Mn
i country. retained  Wheeler Realty in g fonshio  wi
; A colleague in the history I handle the Y Tanuenbaum’s relationship wit
: A 7 Boulder 1o handle the transaction, Ring has caused ereat concern fi
deparunient who asked that his i siel ) a a greal concern te
A S and ncighbors report  that  ghands d colie [
name be withheld said he fture has be s eved riends and colicagues of &
s furniture has been removed from o ne 40 1d nativ
contacted eaily dast week an durine the nissing year old native
e s ;o the house during the past week. Czechoslovaki
. official of the CIA who would teit TELEGRAM ZeChosiovaRid. i
him only 1hat Riba was sate and Riha's : w.  Richar Several umes during the p-
>0 \ iha's  attorney. Richard E. cal hs Mrs. Tannenba
had teft vofuntaniv. lonkins.  777% Tersace Pl Scveral months Mrs. Tanaenbau.
d ’ Hopkius, 275 Terrace PL, 4. cpresented  herself
. Umiversity  President Joseph g reposted  receivi as - represente erselt as
. ’ Baulder, reported  recewing 3 coiana Tannent ' Miltar
Smeley sad Tuesday be was 0 ewmam from Rela n late March 0y opsoa o pnoioauim oF s
by reluble sources 1 Washington  gavising him that at a later date he Intelligence 1o the ’]:1\“_..-:
it Raba was sabe but Smde PR LRt 8 RATEE involved in the divor,
Hat Raha was sabe but smiey was - would be adwised as 1o why he
unable fo harn 1he Clreumstances ALk 18 praceedings of Mr. and Mrs. Rusa,

' E ot CIFCIIESEIC dnappeared. Hophins has jeceived the lawvers say .
surroundiny B disappearance of g further information v lawyers say. i
of his puesent wheresbouts. . . Gerald Caplan, 3445 17th Sz
Smuley would ot relesse the On April 11 Joyee Lebia an Boulder, who 1s the attomey i
S AN - assoctate professor of history at Mrs. Riha in divoree proveedine -

tentriy o Mrs. Riha in divoree proveedine
wdentity of Ly souree. the  University 1 she & = A
. o ¢ Lniversity, said she and begun February 7.sad that M
. Since March 15 Riha, who way  3¢veral other friends sitempted 1o Tynmenbaum visited s offics §
in the midst of divorce file 2 ’}“55"1211P07-\‘Ul\$ report for early in Murch at ho request. At
i proceeding when he disappeared. !{"“*; 5“‘0 sad shie was wimmed  hat tme shie wWeniufied henelf o .
i !):h contacied 1 ;nv:z:bur of peopie 0¥ fi*:f"-:;’-ifi Dena'd Alps of the Calopel Tasrecbeum  wih
i in the metropatitan Denver area.  Boubder Pouce Departinent tater teonanucd o poze L
H Galya Tanendbium of 245 Logan e same day that o« Ty oo die =
{ . St. i Demver said she has had  Bouwdder Polce Depaimient way =0 0 i
several phone convemations with  concerned Riha was safe and had . i
Rihy Mo Tunnenbaum, who been Jocated a week earher. A
H deseribed henaf 2» a loagume  felised o coraneat {o toe Duay
i’ frend  of ha, hay recehee  ord sdierred guestads to Copras
1 severd letters dromr Bim owith o Lowas frecsen ol e B e b
i postmaarhs 1n Chicago and  Pohee Depurtment. Fresen was . §
) . Montresl, Canuda, The last fetter  unzvaiztle for comment.
g ;,_ g was dated Aprit 8 and was from I’_cndmg ward from Riha, the N
- Montreal. She said he told her University has placed him o’ . I, 1
| . .- - -
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(continued from page 1)

military intelligence and promised
to present her credeniials at a
later date. They were never
provided, according to Caplan.
Hopkins, Riha’s attorney, said
he had a phone conversation with
a woman who identified herself as
Colonel Tannenbaum of military
intelligence but has never met her

personally or been provided with

proof of any connection with Mrs.
Tannenbaum and mxlxtary
ntelligence in this country.

Briggs, Miss Lebra and Caplan
contacted the Federal Burcau of

Page 5

< o

Investigation (FBI) about Riha’s
dlsmpcanncc. Briggs and Miss
Lebra received no reply. Caplan
declined to devulge the nature of
his reply, and referred all
questions to the Boulder Police

Contacted by the Daily on April
10, Scott Werner, IFBI Burcau
Chief in Denver, said is FBI
policy not to reveal whether an
investigation is in progress or any
details surrounding a case. He said
that this should not be taken as an
admission that a case is or is not
under investigation.
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Pnelosed is a copy of @ letter dated 4/7/89% sddressed
to ke, Hathon :, Foreipn Agents ﬁuglstratzgn
Section, fine angd written over the |

* o wyr: T 3 g e e vy N .
ghenaturs of Galiti on 2o gtatlionery of the
n i

K

ce

wai & \3’ ""
orade, AEru onclosod
i el Bouston c“n erniﬂg' /

s.'s/r.:}./\-“ £

r%-l»*c

E YL
Ui'l r\.—" J-u.tﬂ‘.ipi c.; {}Tiii:_"" i /

. "
subjact., | ' _ -..L,J{-

noy deget cﬁ,-'ucoraing to Bufiles

Tathan . Lenxin, :
intervieved Fischer-Gilati in 1258 in conneéiion with 3 maticr.
in which Figeher=Oainti was to testify. The ﬁ&clﬁ%drCH are.
Furnishod for your fssistance ian the PV?ﬂi any int z?mhblﬁﬁ.lﬁ
nrought to your attertion concerning the matter in the enclosed
letter. Flscher-Golati should nolt bLe interviewed without
prior Buredu authority; hovever, in the event he contacis your )
oifice, any information olicred should e ace ap; ed and durnished
t0o the Bureau, ' : : -

WA ek xThzs document is p’repared in 'response to your request. tmd is 'not for dzssemz—

i(4) -,.,}.fmatzon outsile giour Committee. Its use is limited to' off{,cva., 7)1oceedmgs by

BRAAN yo';yr C;t;zzt the ad the content may not he disclosed to uncutiorized person-
BpTE: _ .ne withow e express approval of the FBI .

Y .
z} - Th nclobed lctter was ,turnlsbed by tlr. James L.

2m o gclose that at cue

o 4 copy of the enclosed
Ydetter was furnished to| [on 4/10/69. . Subject is a U.S,

~cztxmyn who has spent time in the past in Czechosliovakia “nd'

‘Russia. There is no info;mdtion in the enclosed letter which
would Lndvcnte that the Bureau should maike any inquiries concerng
ing - ub;ect. Bufiles contain no information which would
indicate that subject 'could be ‘nveluntﬁrxlj leaving the U.S. ',
as 1nd1cated in the enclosed letter. -'.. o L ¥
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- T ~ LINIVERSITY OF COLORADO .
Cae ) ‘«,_,.,sout_oz-:f?. COLORADO 8U302 {‘__‘.‘ . ’ .

April 1,969 e ol

ARTMENT OF HISTORY I
. l

,|
Mrk Nathen B. Lenvin, Chicel
Foreign Agents Regisiration Section
Departmont of Justice

Lo QRN
Wasningion, D.C. S3ix
L oF o
Dear ¥r. Lenvin: <52
I.should like %o call to your attention tne fact thai one e
of our colleagues hore, Proicssor Thomss Riha, disappeared R

mys%eriously three weeks ago. Riha, a native of Czecho-
slovakia but naturalized citizen of the United States, haes
:beeﬁ in this country for over 20 years. He was educated
in the Unitew States and has taugnt at the Univeréity of

1]

1

}
i

look into these matiers while there is time. UWith kingd

T IS 9Y2 fo (waosddn ssaudxo ey oYM 10U

AR A

o

"09,, LHAELL) wie
oL

rre {'ang - 4 segess o
$OW LUl {0060 DY Ve &

Chicago bvsfore Joining tane faculty of the University of g
Colorado in 1967. 3

S - hyhg
S T am calling these cetails to your attenzion becauvse o
. sccording to information made available by ithe adninistration jii
of the Universiity of Colorzdo, Riha hes decided to return Q*;Z

; to Czecnsolovekia. he is allegedly avaiting permission from LR
< Prague in Mew York at this time. G4 3
.. . o8
Should that be indeed the case, there is evidence to assune §4§§

that his action is not voluntary. Koreover, certain actions o

_ taken by the adwministration may actually contribute to his §'§§
. apparent dscision. In any event, it is incuwbent upon me SINDY
;. to notify you of these events to prevent either tne involunmt- {::8

N < ary -return to Czechoslovekia of an American specialist on S Ny
. % Hussian affzirs or the voluubtary "professional suicide" §?§$
PN~ . that ne may commit under trying circumstances. ' ,8E§§
BRI ari confident that the Department of Justice will went to §g-§.

\J

. ot d N . _
o TR " S T T E RO
o 7 PR RRTRENT OF JUSThE
| By
S 3 nnoa0
7 . . Y 2y 5
0 N Sincerely yours 21y BPR 8
RV y yours,
"‘\\',‘:‘ ~ ?}“ ‘L ‘:' s-«
P . Y
i ERTAY

H - %
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L FE?EE&WE‘ BUREAU OF &ﬁwﬁégwmmm |
POMEIRTITIAN
Reporting Cftice 0ffice of Origin®’'ra Uk &7 Dpates V7 W }’\ Investigative. Period
BOSTON i ~7 BOSTON AUG 3119906 /6-8/13 /60 m
TITLE OF CASE Report made by Typed By:
CEANC—ED‘;‘{( DANIEL J, GRIFFIN - bap
THOMAS B/l s aka Thomas Andrew CHARACTER OF CASE
Chaerles’Riha = <
SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES - IS - R &,
RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS S
g.
SYIREER R
: The title of this case is being marked changeld to ®
Loy

set forth the subject?!s true name before it was legally changed

— at the time of his naturalization to THOMAS RIHA, /,,g},,«
R I 98 *
" REFERENCE: WFO letter to Bureau dated April 5, 1960; Bulet to g
Boston dated day 25, 1960; Bulet to WFO dated May 12, 1960, &
/ all captioned "Soviet Inuelligence Services - Recruitment of S
, Students, IS - R"; Boston lebter to Bureau dated June 30, 1960, &
/ entitled “THOMAS RIHA, IS - R." S8
‘ - 0 - JFKAct 6 (1)(B) %3 >
ADMINISTRATIVE S

RIEA sdvised that he received a very short|?h_|
‘before goin f ﬁo Russia an e

has never been contacted subsequently by

I f
The Bureautls jurisdiction and responsibilities in the & .5
fleld of internal security and esplonage was explained to RIHA S ¥
and he gtated he would cooperate in every possible way. SQ\:
Approv;a"/_"“:/%/ s’)::ig;‘aigznt Do not write in spaces below ,:‘:»S:)-'&
Coples {_}9" V2 ; - . é’;\g %
, Sa =999 . £ |Suy.
“ ﬁ < Bureau (RM) A /f L S TG - 30
1 - Washington Fileld (Info)(RM) — REC- 80
1 - New York (Info)(RM) S"P. 2 1950 |
1 -~ Chlcago (Info)(RM) > 17 SE "‘—’{:;'
3 - Boston %J.Tj-5289) ’u's "t A I Rl
- ) f T E— —
W ‘J\ o/ \,‘)g“ ‘-%N I
} i \
I “ . \ PR AGENCY <//_/M//\f/3’_QU~,//)-ﬂL(/ L
;i’,"i,;{xf‘;{f \{“ f 13 '\\ T REQ\ RECD ooy j) | K21t & ,9/
g R AT W U (? HO o wmw/ d 7y / / w/?ﬁ,
Fr A BY%?Q joam AF, 7,//“&’/

iy
t nor its contents are to be di:.trxbut.ed outside

Property of er1 - This report 1§ 1oanuu to you by the FBI, nnd neiNnAT
IONAT, SECUR
ITY

the agency. to»r_hifﬁh 3.9
E‘S i 4 7 U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1956 ©O—385319 naut} INFORMATION
\ ,L(,, %"“Q%w T Sub 1; worized Disclogure
- ’ ‘ \-Jg e m ;‘ Jg‘}‘:‘}ﬂ’ Jec tO Crlm]_nal Sancm0n§ ?}

" - -
Y, ‘jc
i N

5
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BS 105-5289

MAME; estebllished source, was
contacted by SA DANIEL J, GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960.

’ Captain MATTHEW J. TOARY, Hervard Tniversity Polic2
Department, established source was contacted by SA DANIEL J,
GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960.

This report is being classifled CONFIDENTIAL as it
discloses the Bureaufts investigative interest in the East
West Exchange Program which could be detrimental to the défense
interest of the .nation.

__RIHA has accepted g pogitioh ag Professor at Chicage
\ University, Chicago, 1ITiriols, and in this posItTidn will have
| no reason to Institute conbact with the Scoriets. RIHA stated
that since his study in Moscow, Russia, the Soviets have not
contacted him, It i1s not believed at this time that RIEA
posgesses eny double agent potential or that he should be
considered as & P3I.

One coOpy of this report is being furnished Washington
18 and New York Orflces gs per instructions in referenced

514
let dated April 5, 1960.

s
kR

v

One copy of this report 1s being designated for Chicago
2s subject wlll reside and work in that aves.

The Boston indices reflect in the report of SA (A)
RUSSELL J. PARDEE entitled "Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston
Division, IS -~ B & CZ," dated March 31, 1958, that the subject

N

on February 27, 1958, sent $50 through the MAME S~——__

- Cambridge, Massachusetts, to LUDMILA CERVENA and also in the report
of SA (A) RUSSELL J. PARDEE dated April 30, 1958, entitled
"Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston Division, IS ~ R & CZ," that
subject during March 1958 sent $50 to the same individual in
Gzechoslovakla. During the interview of RIHA, he stated that
this money was sent to his sister prior to his vislt to
Czechoslovakia to be used by him if hs needed it and 1if not,
he would leave 1t with hils sister.

- Bl =
COVER PAGE
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BS 105-5289

Mrs, GENEVIEVE BOSTWICK, established source, was
contacted by SA DANIEL J. GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960.

Jeptalin MATTHEW J. TOAHY, Hervard Universlty Police
Department, established source was contacted by SA DANIEL J.
GRIFFIN on June 16, 1950.

. This report ig being classified CONFIDENTIAL as it
discloses the Bureauts 1nvesuigative interest in the Bast

Weat Exchange Program which could be detrimental to the défense
interest of the nation.

RIEA has accepted a posit ion as Professor at LChicsgo
University, Chilcago, M¢¢1;no?&4 snd in this position Wilil bave

no reason to Institute consact with the Soviets. RIHA stated
that since hig study in Moscow, Russia, the Soviets have not
contacted him. It is not believed at thils time that RIHA
possesses any double agent potential or that he should be
considered as a P3I.

One copy of thls resport 1is beilng furnished Washington
Fisld and New York Offices ss per instructions in referenced
Bulst dated April 5, 1960.

One copy of this report is‘being designated for Chicago
as subject will reside and work in that aresa.

The Boston indices reflect in the report of SA (A)
RUSSELL J. PARDEE entitled "Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston
Division, IS - R & CZ," dated March 31, 1958, that the subject
on February 27, 1958, sent $50 through the Harvard Trust Company,
* Cambridge, Massachusetts, to LUDMILA CERVENA and also in the report
of SA (A) RUSSELL J. PARDEE dated April 30, 1958, entitled
"Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston Division, IS - R & CGZ,% that
subject during March 1958 sent $50 to the same individual in
Czechoslovakia., During the interview cf RIHA, he stated that
this money was sent to his sister prior to his visit to
Czechoslovakla to be used by him if he needed it and iIf not,
he would leave it with his sister.

- 3% -

COVER PAGE
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R UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: . .
DANIEL J. GRIFFIN Boston, Massachusettis
Report of: AUG 3 «g ) 1 96 Office:
Date: Boston 1Q5-5289 i
Field Office File #: THOMAS RIHA ) Bureau File #:
e SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES -
) RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS
INTERNAL SECURITY - R
Character: ‘

symmbiect attended Moscow University 1958-1959 as an exchange
student., Interview of subject set forth concerning his
actlvitles while in Czechsslovakia and Moscow, Russia,

~C~

CONFIDENTIAL

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t»
your agency; it and its contents dare not to be distributed outside your agency.

. HW 55100 DocId:32989553 Page 11
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DETAILS: A SOUVRCE AT

On June 16, 1960, [Miss GENEVIEVE BOSTWICK, Graduate
School of Arts and Sclences,] Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, advised subjéct resides at 1L Dana Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. His record reveslied he was bora )
Apr1l 17, 1929, in Czechoslovakia. His home address was listed
es 5085 Rockledge Drive, Riverside, California. Fe received an
A, B. Degree from the University of Californisa in 1951 and an
Aiu M, Degree from the same university in 19E7. At Harvard he
18 majoring in history and attended 1957-1958 for a half year
and took one half his course. in history in 1959-1960. He was
granted & leave of absence for the Fall Term 1958-1959. His
record reoveals thet he has psssed his gensrsi examination
Janueary 30, 1960, in order to proceed for his Ph. D. Degree..
The pérson listed o contasct in case of accident wes lrs,

]

RUT?iCQOK, Chaffces School, Windsor, Ccnnecticutb.

Captain MATTHEW J, TOAHY, Harverd Universlty Police
Department, advised on June 16, 1960, that his files contain no
information concerning THOMAS RIHA, whilch would indicate that no
complaints had been regis tersed against him during hils atitendancs
8t Harverd,

On June 6, 1960, personnel, Office of the Massachusetts

Comnissioner of Probation, Suffolk County Courthouse, Boston, -
Massachusetts, whlch is a central repository for all criminal

conviction records in the Commonwealbh of Massachusetts, advised

they could locate no record in thelr flles identifiable with
THOMAS RIHA,

On June 6, 1960, personnel, Credit Bureau of Greater
Boston, Inc., 1l Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, advised
they could locate no record concerning subject THOMAS RIHA.
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FD-302 (Rey. 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC TION

o

Al CONFIHTIAL oo st 29, 2060

THOMAS RIHA, 11 Dana Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
furnished the following information:

‘ He was born in Gzechoslovakla April 17, 1929. He
stated that his father VIKTOR RIEA died September 1958 and was
previously divorced from his mother Mrs. RUTH COOK, who presently
resides at Chaffes School, Windsor, Connecticut. He stabted he
graduated 1c~m high school in Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 194b
and went to England where he attended the Czechoslovakian College
from 1946-1947. He then came to the United States in 1947 and
attended the University of California at Berkeley 19L7-1953 as
gn undergraduates and graduate student. While residing in Berkeley,
California, RIHA stated he was naturalized & United States cltizen
in Qakland, Californis, December 19, 1952, at which time he legally
changed his name from THOMAS ANDREW CHARIES RIHA to THOMAS RIHA.
He then entered £olumbia University in 1953 and attended one
semester when he w8 drafted into the United States Army and served
from 1953 to 1955. He was stationed for five months at Fort Dix,
New Jersey, end the rest of his time was spent at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. He received an honorable discharge in December 1955 as
a Specilallst 3rd Class.

RIHA stated that after his discharge from the United
States Army, I» returned to Columbia bniversity for a short period
and then returned to the University of Califoruia at nerxeiey where
he received his Masterts Degree in August 1957. RIHA in the Fall
of 1957 entered Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, o
work for his Ph. D. Degree. He sald he received a leave of
absence from June 1958 to September 1959 to study at Moscow
/University, USSR. In September 1959 he returned to Harvard and
will remain there until September 1960 when he will receive his
Ph. D, Degree. RIHA gstated that he has accepted a position
as Professor at Chicago University, Chlcago, Illin01s, and will
assume his duties September 7, 1960. His address in Chicago
will be 6007 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois.

RIHA stated that on June 15, 1958, he left the United
States to attend Moscow University, USSR, for one year. He
-grrived in Paris, France, June 21, 1958, and proceeded to
Czechoslovakia to visit his father VIKTOR RIEA, lli Rimsha
Street, Pragua 12, Czechoslovakia, who was an abttorney until
his death in September 1958, He also visited his sister LUDMILA

on .8/11/60 o Cambridge, Massachusetts i, # _BS 105-5289

ySAs MICHAEL J. MC DONAGH end DANIEL J. *  Date dictoted 8/17/60
GRIFFIN/bab

This décument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI1. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your uqency
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i *CERVENA .and husbandeIRI’GERVENA who he stabed hds = minor
A clerical position with some local company in Prague. He also
visited his uncle JéngIHA (retired) in Roudnice, Czechoslovakia.

RIHA stated that when he arrived in Prague he was
assigned to stay at the Plora Hotel by the Howlng Buredu for
Forelgners operated by the Czechoslovaklan Government. He
remained there for seven days before going to see his father
and sister.

RIHA stated that while he was visiting with hls father,
‘& Czechoslovakian man who identified himself as KARELYCHRPA from
; the Visa Department of the Czechoslovaklan Governmentf and asked .
’to look at RIHA'!s visa on the pretext that it was not in order.
: RIHA stated that after a review of his visa, everything was found
: + %o be In order then CHRPA asked RIHA his impressions of Czechosloyakin
i » and offered to take him on a sightseeing trip which RIHA refused,
+ According to RIHA, CHRPA appeared at his fatherts home with his
» antomobile sevsral times during his stay and would walt outside
. or just down the street for RIHA to come out and then would offer
i 0 take RIHA wherever he was golng, RIHA stated he would alwayg
. refuse. KLHA advised that CHRPA never asked him to do anything
- of an inbtelligence nature and 1t appeared to RIHA that GHRPA
1 was trying to meke & good wlll ambassador out of him..1l. for
i Czechoslovakia,

RIHA stabted he left Prague July 12, 1958, and spent the
rest of the summer in Paris, France. Hils address in Paris was
FPrancis? I, 23 Rae~de conde, Paris 6, France.

RIHA stated he recelved a plcture postcard from CHRPA
iuhile in Paris; however, he was never contacted by anyone while
{in Parls and has never seen CHRPA again.

RIHA stated that he left Paris September 7, 1958, for
Vienna, Austria, where he stayed for approximatsly three or four
days and then departed by plane for Helsinki, Finlend, and
Copenhsagen, Denmark, where he stayed approximately nhree weeks -
and then entared the USSR abt Vyborg, Russis, September 27, 1958. !

-
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CALL,
that
L left

a Harvard University student, now in Japan, RIHA stabted
MANCALL was with him on his trip to Meoscow; however, MANC
him at Leningrad and he proceeded to Moscow.(

"RIHA stated that while in Helsilfiki he met MARK&AN

M
RTHA stated that 'fffoon hisg arrival at Moscow University
he was met by Dr. BORIS 5% NIKIE‘OROV, Moscow State University.
historian, whomRIHA stafed ‘he was to confer with on matters of
policy that might come up during his stay at the university.
Approximately ten days after his arrival RIHA stated he met hils

advisor, EVGENII DEMITR IEVIC
RIHA saild that these two m

‘HERNENSKI, Professor of Hlstory..
" are the only faculty members he

had any contact with while at the university.

According to

RIHA, his advisor invited him to hls home once and that this was -
the only social contact he had with him, and had absoluz‘:ely ne ;
social contact with NIKIFOROV., .- - / /‘“z' /

-RIHA stated that his trav'elling compa.n?on around Moscow ™
was DAVID"{MAC KENZIE, a student from Columbia University, now ab
Princeton. University,,{w i )i

/
RIHA sald that while he& as in the u.aiversitv 1ibrery
in Moscow one day, 2" Soviet friend and student casually introduced
im to a Mr, IURI)?“ MIKHALKOV who told him he worked for the

TN 2D ke v w i

esf“‘"“".

-\

International Cowmerce.

RIHA sald he was very susplcious of this

man a8 he had plenty of money and a car.

MIKHALKOQOV invited RIHA

to dinner which RIHA accepted,

According to RIHA, MIKHALKOV hired

a8 private room In a very sexpensive and execlusive hotel to have
dinner. RIHA saild he was suspiclous of him because of his wealth
and therefore never warmed up to MIKHALKOV during this visit,
RIHA stated that their conversation was very general and that
MIRKHALKOV made no requests of him whatsosver. RIHA stated thab
this was the last time he saw MIKHALKOV,

RIHA advised that while doing research work In the Lenin
Library in Moscow, he met a girl employee NATASKA MEYER whom he
dated from November to December 1958 until she t61d him not to
see her again because if she continued toc see him she would be
expelled from her poslition.

..«""’—M

4

;‘\

RIHA stated in March 1958 he met another glrl_LAR.[SSA .
KUGHBERIA through an American student WALTER CLEMENS of Columbia

HW 55100 DocId:32989553 Page 15
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University who previously dated this girl until he left Russia
in March 1958, RIHA stated that he dated KUCHBERIA from March
until he left Russia. RIHA said that he was susplcious of
LARISSA KUCHBERIA and therefore was very cautlous in his
relations with her. Howsver, KUCHBERIA never made any requests
of him toc do anything of an Inbtelligence nabure. However, he
gsaid she consbantly praised Czechoslovakia and pointed out its
edventages and attempted to interest RIHA in returning to hls
native country. RIHA told her many times he had no desire to
return to Czechoslovakia,

RIHA saild that he has never heard from the two glrls
he dated nor has he corresporded with them.

RIHA leoft Odesssa by boat and after travelling to various
countries in Burope, he departed from Parils, France, on Agust 20,
1959, and arrived in the United States August 26, 1959. RIHA.

stated that dus to his being born in Gzech&iovakia he was aware
that atbempts might be made on the part of officials of the
Soviet snd Czechoslovakian Governments to atbtempt o induce
-him to return or stay in Czechoslovakia and therefore he was
alert to reecognize any such attempths. :

-

U e

He related that since his return to the United States
*he has never been contacted in any manner whabtsoever by a
Soviet or Czechoslovaklan Government representative. He stated
that 1f such a contact is ever made, he would immedlately contact
the ¥BI,

RIHA stated that he was proud of his American citlzen=-
ship and has no desire to return to his homeland for permanent
resldences,

The followlng is & description of the subject as
obtalned from intervliew and observation:

Sexs Male
Races ) White
Helght: 5184
Welght: 148 pounds -~ |
Byess Brown : . '
Hair: Black
Complexion: Med ium
Marital Status: Single
Date of Birth: April 17, 1929,
Czechoslovakia

CNRDENTIAL
- 6* -
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SUBJECT:

Director, Federal Bureau
of Investigation

J. Walter Yeagley

Assistant Attorney General
Internal Security Division

Correspondence dated April 7, 1969,

1EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DATE: Rpril 14,1

£
(833
[

from .Professor Stephen Fischer-Galati
res Professor Thomas Riha

This is in further reference to our referral

of the captioned letter to you on April 9,

I am transmitting herewith a copy of our

reply in this matter for your information.

1969.
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Epril 1.4, 1888,
7 hien Flscher Jati
R fistory
U Coloradn
B rado 33302
Pear Proliasor Fischer-Galatis IR
&3
- g A SI5F
I hove your letter dated Asril 7, 1969, regarding $aSa
Your oo "c'.z over Professor Thomas Riha This is to  $3o3
e . v - QT 2R
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eraroprlace governmental authorities. o :53
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o P 7 atter - - . T
‘ Sincs your letter was adiressed to Mr, Mathan B. 8%
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B DT W : : 1 ) 3
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» . /}/ Tele. Boom e
FROM : S ° Jo Pap ic 6/‘1’ Holmes

V“"l Gandy

(A

o]
e
tats

7
SUBJECT: THOMAS RTHA
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ CZECHOSIOVAXIA

The subject has not left the United States, The
story or rumor indicating that he may have gone to Czechoslovakia
is without foundation, Riha has been having difficulties /from
his wife, and he recently "ran away from her.” S~

[ Jnas also received information indicating that

the university newspaper at the University of Colorado wiil I&
be printing an article concerning the subject and will refer (./'
to him as an undercovey agent of Mrs. Roman stated that
subiect very definitely is not being utilized by CIA in any
capacity.

. ACTION:

. The above information is being directed to the
attention of the Research-Satellite Section,

1 - A, W. Gray (Vizas) 7 N
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subject had not left the Ynitced § %auua Avgording €
guhicct hags boen baving dilficuliios with his vide o
regently Yran wuny fronm hew . The story oy zupuy ing
thae subject way hoave gone to Czechogslowvakis i withou
fouvndation,
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i the Univeraity newinaper ot the University of Colornd
e privtivg on tytiecle corcerning this subje '""und wi
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[ lin aay capacityc
Any portinent infermaniion veceived concerping this
matter ohould be fnrvorded ta the Yuroegu by 1477 ard no invegtie
gation noed ce conuucted by your office,
GiAting
(4)
NOTE ¢
Subject is a professor at the University of Colorado.
o e Departnent received a letter dated 4-7-09 which stated the
u:K gubjec* disappearcd mysteriously three weeks agoc. The writer
N7 of the letiter was concerned that subject might be involuntarily
o, leaving the United States for Czechoslovakia. The shove is
~ being furnished Benver for its information.
Y
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A XRTEL
(Priority)
___________________________________________ e
16 DIRECTOR, FBI (105-.78256)
FROM : SAC, CHIF&G@ {105-8544)
SUBJECT: THOMAS RIBA, aka
Is - CZ
3
g
Enclosed for Denver is a copy of Boston repxt Q
dated August 31, 1960, captioned, "THOMAS RINA, aka e
THOUAS ANDREW CHARLES RIHA - Sov1et Intnlllgence Services .
Recruitment of Studewis; IS « R. N
C&-7062~4),
SovRc £ | who has furnished reliable informationd .

in the past, furnished the following informaticn <o

SA GFORGE 4. WOODLEY on September 15, 1962, According =
to the source it is rumored amony the {zechs at the >

University of Chiicago (UL) that THOQMAS RIVA, a Professor
2t the University of Colorado, Bolder, Colorado, was ‘
"either kidnapped by the Russians, or picked up by

CIA or the FBI."

vaoLddn ssatdxa oY) FKioYnM U

1

fo

v
-~

RIHA entersed the United States in 1947 as a

(\)(

student and has been in the United States since that time, Xﬁ‘"

cp UL

Y
PRV
~
3

PETIIEER Y ] Y
Ty TP
PMMLGSLw 8% puwdbiiv

LY D
2"':7/ ‘ r-lf

<

except for a period of one year {(1958-1859) when he e
studied at the University of loscow, !oscow, Russia, 'ﬁffﬁ
{: 3

Some time in 1968, he headed a group of college el S
professors on a tour of the Soviet Union, In the group B
was one ANNA DRUSKA, a Czech girl, whom be married in S S
Lelder, Colorado, after returning to the United States S )
from this trip. The socurce does not know if ANNA HRUSKA s

is an American citizen, an exchange student from Czecho- N
slovakia or any background information concerning her. /?
N o=l %2‘ / v b o cenme sewremza éﬁ
(2 - Bureau (RiD) o & R
2 -~ Denver (Encl, 1) (RN foSEP LT WO
1 ~ WFO (Info) (RH)

“w

M RS

- Ry

2 « Chicago Lo g fefen e

(1 ~ 134-2309 | Wi
Gy /kmb ) P’ t /" Lt
()’ .
ALY N
t\NN }g '; \\\

roved: Sent M  Per

Special Aq;jnt in Charge
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RIHA studied at Harvard University, worked
at the University of Chicago from 1960 - 1966, and
then went to the University of Colorado, Bolder,
Colorade, in the ¥all of 1966, where he presently has
a teaching contract, '

It is rumored that RIHA recently divorced
ARXKNA HBUSKA and disappeared f£from the Univercity and
his apariment, leaving behind his clothes and
furniture,

According to the source, the University of
Coicrado is vnhappy with RIHA for walking out on his
teaching contract and has been attempiing to locate
“him without success,

The files of the Chicago Office, in addition
to the enclosed Boston report, contains a Department of
State Form (Hequest for Sccurity Information), which is
dated 2/85/63. 7This form shows that Professor RIHA was
proposed for academic sxzchange with Czechoslovakia by-
the Inter-University Committee on Travel Grants,
University of Indiana, Bloomington, indiana, At that
time, he was assistant proifessor of lodern llussian and
Eurcpean History at the University of Chiecago,

Chicago, Illinois. He resided at 6007 South Woodlawn 1
Avenue, Chicago,; fllincis, He was born April 17, 1829,
in Prague, (zechoslovakia. It is not known whether or
not RIHA was accepiled for this program.

In addition to the above, the Chicago files
contain a Department of State Form (Visa Action Request)
on hehalf of JARMILA ZAKOVA, nee CERVENA, born 4/14/37, in
Prague, Czechoslovakia., She was employed as a clerk
by the Fiim and Television Academy, Prague and desired
to visit her uncle, THOMAS RIHA, 5801 South Dorchester
Avenue, Chicage, Illinois, for a period of two months
"in August, 1966. It is believed that this THOMAS RIHA
is identical with the subject because the Dorchester
address is in close proximity to the UC,

DocId:32989553 Page 22
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LEADS

DENVER

AT DFNVER, COLCORADO. Check indices and
conduct credi¥and criniinal on subject and ANNA HRUSKA.

Contact sources in the Czech community
for any information they may have regardlng the
disappearance of THOMAS ItIHA,

Check marriage and divorce records regarding
"THOR&S RIHA and ANNA HRUSEKA.

CHRICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will maintain contact
with JSovufecg rag“rulng the above matter,

ECCC» )062- fl]
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OIONAL FORM NO. 10 R
ood r::i«:‘)(xlco::n) 101-11.8 . ’ " .
UNITED STATES GO (NMENT

hd .o

Memorandum

T0  : DIRECTOR, FBI (105-78256) ’ DATE: 12/11/69
FROM 64“ ENVER (105-4151)
£
\SUBJECT: THOMAS RIHA
i IS iTCn T (v
c)< ” ; 'r /;
ReBulet 4/18/69. Ea
/\/
There is a’ctzyzed a letter dated 12/5/69,
signed by Mrs. RUTH ANN-COOK concerning this subject
Mrs. COOK indicates in this letter that the subject S s i
is her son and it would appear from the envelope that LEES
the letter was possibly mailed in Switzerland. g\‘_szf;
SAS R
In accordance with ReBulet this letter is §§°§
being forwarded to the Bureau. No reply has been made : °§
to the letter by the Denver Office. 50T
“ 82y
D (‘Q‘ S S)‘.s
R N S E
W o $85%
A2~Bureau (Enc-1) (R RS §-§
' 2-Denver(E105-4151) o 4 md
' (1-47-3190) . - : w'g%
;, STW:hg F2%e
Y o S
ou«ééf/éi) /- ’/WW/J/M S
Y0_ZU7 77z ) TR
swwouting slip for . gi:b
N
Jinfe M}action ' _ / & 4?
watepl 4 7L 6T . REC}. /3’ ¢ /f',?;m("‘é / Ly
S AV A IR b, S Yo R
'fwméz i : I E‘ ,2“ B
Pt bl Ze/ ?7//’/65’/%/ /2/67 110 @ DEC 15 1969 oy 3
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il e B
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UN ;Q STATES DEPARTMENT OF ., QICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

18218 Federal Office Building

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Denver, Colorado 80202
December 29, 1969 R
h¢
7 N -
Poth ANoo K
Mrs. Ruth Ann\Cook .
Casa Lido o
Brissago, Ticino CH-661%4, Switzerland 7 v s
Gier MAMY. B
|
Dear Mrs. Cook: 3@:5&
QR Qg
This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter §4g§}g
dated December 5, 1969 concerning the disappearance of your S8
son Thomas Rihae. . gy -3 . H
‘ : o IS
. : R A
Please be advised that the Federal Bureau of RI
- = 2 2 3 3 - - * ~ N R
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature S8 3
and we are not able to conduct an active investigation §‘L:§ A
; ' s : Q3
concerning your son's disappearance, 834 N
§8i8
At your request we will place a Missing Persons g;;gg. :
Notice with our Identification Division in Washington, D. C. g2a'J
If you desire us to do this, please advise. &;“,§
" LAY
- S 8
) . Very truly yours, &8
oS
’ . ~o, R
_— SR
SCOTT J. WERNER &g
Special Agent in Charge 8 e 3
SN A
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'(‘ ".
UNPED 8
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGCGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

Colcocrado
196¢

REC 36

Denver,
December 29,

THOMAS RIHA
Also Known As
Thomas Andrew Charles Riha

On December 1{,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Denve

Cil-6614, dated December 5, 1959,
Werner, who is the Special Azent in Charge of

Federal Bureau of Investigation Office.
a5 follows:

"Dear Slr,

"Your name and address was given
Mr. %.)CERVELY oi 918 S. Logan Str. Apt,
Denvar, He is
working as insencer at Samsonite ianuf.

»t‘
7 P

”i write
above young i
associate pro:
last of 6th St

v
an's uncle) Thomas A.
fe sor at U.

r. in that city.

addressed to Mr.

TATES DEPARTMENT OF ’33‘:'1‘1@

1869, the Denver Office of the
er, Colorado, reczived a

letter from irs. Ruth Ann Cook, Casa Lido, Brissago, Ticino
Scott

the Denver

This letter states

tTO me by

302,

<he son of my steodauvhtcf and

ou on behalf of my son (the
C. Riha,

of Colorado, Soulder,

kS
¢
/-
o

"I just received to-day a descr*utlow o¥.
the last encounters of my stcpgrandson with my

son Thomas orf the first months of
As L have becn
still am far from well,

this year.
sick with cancer since 1968 and
I was not told anything

but that my son after some unpleasantness with

an irate uncle .of his bdride

Fana- Hruskova

in Oct. 1968 - divorced filed in‘dan.

left the U.S.A.

"About 10 days zo I received a letter rrom
Xress of Oaclanqxtbat some,

my brother Mr. P. 2./

(wedding
d 19692 had
- but was well and living in Canada.

>

foul play was involved in my son's apoedrdnce
namely some woman Dy the name of Ga11 ffann@nbaum
R i Tl s T
‘*"*'-“-):Ji\':.z % / . / ;:;/
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55100

TLHONAS RLiA

of 248 Lozan, Denver, who prolairs to be a general
in Arimy Tntelligence, wno nad forged powers of
attorney and chacks and gotten niold of all the
belongings of my son - who was not in Canada -
noktody knows where he is and that the police in
Bouluzr and Denver will not give any information
about him to nis friends or lawyer or the above
mentioned Mr. Cerveny. It appears from my brother's
letter that this Hrs. Calia Tannenbaum is currently
iree on bhail of a cnarge of forgcery or last will

of an ol man (her friend) who died of cvanide
poisoning.

]

»

~ b
+

"Dear Mr. Werner, I beg of you to tell me what
I should do to help my son - who as the rumour
goes - worked for the CIA of which I hav

e no
knowledge and to tell me also where he is

or
wnether he has met foul »lay at the hands of this
#rs. Tannenbaum who apparently is well srmed and

alwvays carries a gun.

"All this is nerfectly dreadful to envisace
for me, I assure you. I am of respectable middle~
class and never had to do with similar circumstances.

"I implore you to help me and advise me as to
my son's wnereabouts - and what I should do.

"Thank you in advance.

"/s/ Ruth A. Cook"
The "Denver Post" newspaper published in Denver,

‘Colorado, contained two articles in the Sunday edition
December 28, 1969 regarding Riha. The first article

‘ appeared on page 1 and is cantioned "Silence Shrouds 0d4d
Case Of Missing CU Professor”. The second article appeared
on page 36 and it is captioned "Prof. Riha's Disappearance
Shrouded in Mystery and Silence!. A Xerox copy of each of
these articles is attached hereto.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the
property of the F3I and is loaned to your
asencys; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

2%
DocId: 32959553 Page 33
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even his molher in.Germany~say they'
-haven’t heard {rom him.
- And, if police do know some answers,

Rore than nine montks ago, a Czecho-
slovakian-horn associate professor of Rus-
sian hislory at the Univ .1sxiy of Colorado .
faiied {o appear fo {cach his classes. they arew’t- passing them, along. fo, the
- " Jle still hasw’t appeared. . missing profcssm:"§ friends or relatives..
i.:. " Police enfered the case last April, via p:\':a?,y gf-mfls.,e‘,lf ;ex;dg} ari 1'v;§t?%fees \‘;Il:o
< .a missing persen report. Now, tho.wh, e 1o IS Ciaae oL tae iree” -irom.ine

they say fhey aren’t really infevested in iyranny of Eurcpean counfries. And they

. (hc professor’s disappearance. vonder how a man can d‘sappcal s hcr
v in America. .o

They remember Q- snowy mghb m

' Officers say they have -been told by
iede ag ne nro-

iederal agencies that the missing pr “ Bonlder, when a-screaming ,wowan was
carried from.lhe professer’s home. - .

{cssor is okay, that no foul play is in-

folved. They remember anoiher - wornan, re
But if he’s alive, where is he? ferred fo by the professor as “Colonel,
And who are these federal agenis who and they remember other {hings. ’ i

-veporiedly know the scercis of the pre- - But ihey don’t have the answers.. And

- fessor’s disappearance? Police refuse to {hal’s what they wani. .

- say. “ ’ For the strange story of the professor

.

—

1 The Denver Post
—— Denver, Colorado

v

§
— /
!
!
j
Date: ']2/28/69 ’
Edition: Home i
Author: 4
editor:  Palmer Hoyt
Title: {
THOMAS RIHA’. ‘
H ! i
Character: ’
or /
Cl-  ification: r!
Submitting Offize: | Denver

D Being Investlg ‘*ed B

e - . . .
o Tis friends say they don’t know where who dropzed from sight. turn to Page 36,
the, mcfcssor m.ght bc. Hxs rehtlvcs— 5ectxon rJ, of Su.xday’s Duwgr Posi
i ‘
. J
; -
’ e
; -
i
!
«HW 55100 34

DocId:32989553

Page

o SRR T e B P TR AN PO I e bt e € 5 |

- Ay S Ar——Cp R v & A e O T % D WIS M San o £53 ©




! “whis was unusual, for Riha
_‘"s Ynovn as an olchly ani
,o."(..n::ad man, one wno didn't
“erve things at looee ends, :
But unusual things were oc-
Giring in the life ot Riha, 40,
" respecied professor of Rus-
oo history at CU.
._;"ne rncst unusual of these
wes that he was disappearing
» Gropping cui of sight from his
ze, his university, his friends
‘sl Bis relatives,
Did he do this by his own{
[ Goosing? Did he want fo dlsap’
woar?
Ox, ¢id something else hap-!
; oo Rina?
| Inhecead? Alive?
el e is olive, where is he?
Vil is he doing?
“SMystery bufis would believe
ttal when a university profes-
Jur disappears, police wouid
Larengle for an answer to the
:ddle. Dut if police have strug-
¢ qe‘w, there is little evidence cf
I i e strange case of Riha, »
AAGIT .‘;\S\’\ ERS
.\ Ecover Post reporior re-
Toonid vague answers from offl-
There is talk of other
: ~— uhidenidiied — re-
Uiy Riha fo be “alive and:
,'.,". o — somewhere.” . a
W 55100

B3
.

¥

portant appointment he had
thai day with the U.S. Immwra—
tion Service in Denver. )

this effect on Riha’s desk and
Ieit to meet his classes. :

- tend a scheduled {aculty meet-

DocId: 32939553

kotheim placed a memo G 3

At noon, Riha failed to at-
ing,

Later that afternocon, a wom-
an telephoned, telling a secre- .
tary-she wanted to pick up
Riha’s briefcase because the
vrofessor had been taken to a
hospztal after being injured in a

fall.
NEVER APPEARED )
The wornan never apneared
Ko hospilal record for Riha ha‘s
)ccn found.
i The concern for Riha 1c"11y
l)cg:m building when he failed
{0 meef his classes at CU on
Tuesday, March 18. A worried
* CU staff member notified Mrs.
Riha’s atforney, who contacied

LRl AL

BQu‘dp* mhce. fo s

Page 35
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(L= THOMAS RIHA

|

Charac.’\or:

or
Classl_ﬂcauon:
Submﬂtlnq Office:
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" ) . . e am—e A N newspaper, <:Hyl and siate.)
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RN GEI Sormer /
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IR )RR & T J
: sid & e/ UGS d e\ . ,
e - o — !
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. Uy FRED GILL Rt R Rut which agencies? No onp Officars, examined the ; ; ‘
. Scnver o5t Sinft : Vriter will say. grounds and peered inrougn the| | /
o . P Earlier on that strange . windows of the modest Riha !
Tarly cn fte wmorning of Ao : p ; :
17 Prof. Thomes Riha's Harch morning — a Monday -~ house at 1055 6th St. in Boul- H
o ;co\; open amid Prof, Robert Skotheim, who - der, where Riha had been liv- !
:~:~:1 f‘ ers scattered on shareé the CU siudy with Riha, ing alone since his estranged 4 .
Soan : s s i
£ C_::_: .J sfu ‘*“t ttna Uni- ieceived a telephone call from wife moved to a Boulder hotel i
:{v:;‘ Colm y auihe a woman in Denver. She wani-+ more than 2 week before. Po- || —- :
o 0. : ed to remind Riha about an im- lice falked fo neighbors and, ev-! "
. 1demly finding nothing amiss, L i
soon Ieft, 36 The Denver Post
By the end of that week, therc: |~ Yenver, Colorado
still was no information on i ;
Riha’s whereabouts. But the ti- ¢ i
i tle to his car had been assigned [ ./
to a Denver couple. And a .
Boulder real estate firm had ; !
received a letter authorjzing '
Riha’s nephew, Zdenek{Cerve-
2, of Denver, to sell the Rika~ | 2% - 12/28/69
home. On both documents was | Editions  Home
the signature, Thomas Rina, |Author:!
netarizad in Denver. ... - . [
- ‘ L [ S -4- Edltor.‘ Palmel« Hoyt
Title:

Denver

At 2anes

T




Riha's art works, zpprieda at
$19,605, known i Lave been in
s nouse hd previous vieek,
rested in a workecom at the
4}\,“'\/'81' A».t Jluut.\un. a..d were
recorded officially as a gift fo
the museum from a Denver
woman,.

In the next iwo months, most
of Riha's househeld possessions
and the beols and papers in his
oifice had been iransferred to a
house in Denver, His home in
Boulder had been sold. Letiers
2nd checks appeared, signed
‘Thomas Riha. His eredif card
‘was used for the purchase of
several {housand dollars in
merchandise in the Denver area.
One of the typed letters, dated
March 30 and signed with
Riha’s name, was postmarked
&pril 8§ at Montreal, Quebec.
This letler was sent to a Boul-
der insurance’ agency, request-
ing cancellation of an insurance
policy oa Riha's Volkswagen,
vihich the writer said had been
sold.

But were the signatures really
those of Rika?

PROPERTY QUESTION

It’s the hendiing of Riha’s
property, including the works
of art, that particularly bothers
the professor’s friends and rela-
tives, including his mother in
Germany. They claim he
wouldn’t give up some of his

At this same time, (o" !

Riha met sova, 24,
in Now York C iy snactiy bifore.
he o9k a grous of poofessors!
o our of Rustia in the sura’
mee of 1962, O Kis refurn {o the
United States latev ithat sum-
mer, Rilia agein ¢+ ¥ Iana, in
this country on 2 student visa
{rom her homeland in Czecho-
slovakia. Riha, then 3¢, also
was of Czech origin, becoming
a naturalized U.S. eitizen and
receiving his university educa-
tion in this country. ~ -

On Ocl. 13, 1963, Hana ani
Thomas were married in a late
afiernoon cereraony at the Um
{arian Church in Boulder. &
wedding reception that evening
at the Black Bear Inn in Lyons,
Colo., Thomas ocbviously was
overjoyed. Crossing his arms
and clasping them at the elhow
as if rocking a cradle, ke went
around the room caﬁmg oit ex-
uberantly that the marriage
was “for all life.” .

Among the reception guesis
was a Denver woman — TIe-
ferred to later hy Riha as
“Colonel” — with whom Riks
discussed at lengla the bringing:
of his nephew, Cerveny, to” |
this couniry. Cerveny then wis,
in Vienna after fleeing from’
Prague in Russian-occupicd
Czechoslovakia, '

ADMITTED TO U.S.

About a2 month later, Cerveny

was admitted on femporary

a

3
-

2

possessions, that they were {0o|status to the United States as a
dear to him, *|Czech refugee, through ar-

On Sept. 30, Riha was divorced |rangements which Cerveny said
from his wi ife, Hana, on her |were entirely normal and rou-
c!.)unterclann of cruelty. Rihaltine.
wasn't in court. Before the di-} pipa's plans for a marriage ¢
vorce was granted, Riha’s attor-}egor an iife” didn’t take root.
riey questvo*xed the authenticily|spottoring for him and his wif
of letters he had been receiving|yere events at their home early

£

[PRNPE TIPS WP RS B I L

st e e e m e e it st S 828 i o+ v o) with Riha’s signature. The "
AR AG BneEE N, 1  {on the morning of March 9.
TAOMAS RiHA, PROFESSOR OF RUSSIAN HISTORY ¢ lawyer urged a court clarifica- At about 12:30 a.m., guests

tion of the:altorney’s respon-
sibilities toward Riha so that the
professor’s legal rights wouldn’t

be “permanently and unjus'uy
<.

“We've been told nat to worry,” Boulder o:fxcer says.

were leaving a party at the
home of CU Proiessor Richard
and Mrs. Wilson, next d¢  to
the Rihas. Cne of the gu 3,
Professor Robert Hanson, W
Mrs. Riha standing at 2 ISt
floor window in her homc
flailing her avms and eryir
help.

iSnow was still on the g&
* a7 Hanson raced fo the R.2
house and pulied Mrs. Riz
‘tlfc window. & strong o<
xwhat he thought was €. -~
iform clung heavily s

Band [
e epe e b e tewy mwees 0 —

.
2]

oy

sarnicea.” .

iRiha. .
With the aid of \, .’ k
i son toﬂ" the n. Wt

,.
DU




< S
. Dors
oL :):.‘.»- Sonee, \...0 salt
s 3o caeed by ane

tie .\1‘1 kouse.

S Y '.1

5 LwVe 'u’xS \’CISO)’ of

FECTN

\ \% . i
\ NWRR ‘mm met thiem in front
we Tiina house and told them
s, Riha had locked herseli in
or bedroomy, frore wiich ether
J003 ‘.Cn.‘ coming. When she
'd Tiiha threatened {o break
bvc“com ¢oor, ihe woman:
. Mirvs. Riha went to the
woand sterted serezming.
conversation, the offi-
s weom n iri~d {0
e Was ]]q
» Rinu house f}‘a: mgm a3 .3
soon in an offielal capacity |
d somoiking to do withl
i iflm.on a\.:horlt.e in "’
: . But she couldn’t pro-
uce any iceniificaion.
.Fl.x ihar, she 1cld police Mrs.
Vha wasi’y 2 U.S. citizen, that
o visa had exwpired and that
:".mla.c..lc autherities in
ver had been called. *
3 r hor identifieation,
n said it was in her |
paried outside ke Riha i
~use. But she could prou ‘
=y an Iliinois driver’s x_eensv.
-:*_t the Wiison home, {he offi-

2T

s st
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cers I nd Mrs. l/ }1:1 “m an evx—;;
'

cont u awnatie state.” il
After talking with Mrs. Riha,}1*
ike officers relurned to her 1;
hm,e wiere they found a ja cfg‘
ether and several et ..m-so“‘cd?
aue pads in the bedcovers in
Cx hedroom. These ifems later

“der aliorney, Gerald Caplan.,
“’-I'wmrf investigated {his
matter for over an hour and
fm ling no cvidence of foul
plc.y,” the officers said in their

o refurn home, but assured her
she did nof have {o.”

A police check that same
morning with the Nationzl
Crime Information Cenler indi-

cated Mrs. Rina wasn’'l among!

persons in the United States il
legaily, the oificers said.

This was {he subsiance of thelt
officers’ report, according to
Police Capt. Willard Spier of

. Boulder,
‘rnit a Post reporter to examine

the report. He relayed verbally'

only those parts of the report
“he considered pertinent, saying
ihe rest consisted of ‘“‘personal
comments of the officers.”
ODOR STRONG

The odor of cther clingirg
to Mrs. Riha was so strong that
windows in ihe Wilson house
had to bhe opened, VIS Wilsop
recalled.

And Mrs. Wilson spoke of

gry voices rising in the entry-13. ; 4
angry LSS \ry ‘Riha said recenily that the

way to her home as her hus-
.band confronted Riha who was
demanding that his wife be sent
ihack ic his home.

"1 Riha’s voice was ‘“‘angry, bel-
igerent and frightened” as he
told Wilson that the woman
who had called pohce was .
an intelligence agent of the U.S
Army, that she was armed ani
the Wilsons were in danger if
they didn’t return his wife, Mrs.
Wilson said. Wilson firmly re-
fused this demand, ordering Ri-
ha out of his house shorily be-
fore police arrived.

In a 2 a.m. emergeney tele-
phone call made at the Wilson
home, Mrs. Riha ialked that
morning with David Regosin, a
longtime {riend and attorney in

New Yoix City. < -
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. thome
report, “we advised Mrs. Riha |

who declined fo per- i- !
aboui her status, nothing press-*

,‘_\pna:‘cnﬁv terrified, Ars.,
Riha took from her puxa,
Regosin’s business card and
pxcuoed for somecae to call hini.

The call was pu.clc, m-l. Mrs.
Liha sobbing as she told Rego-
sin what had happened. Also

(Ealking with Regosin during the

were {urned over to her Boul- ;h.lf-nom

conversaiion were
Vilson, Jansen and Pairciman

‘Dmsb}. Alfer the call was com-

pktcd police leit Mrs. Riha in
thie custody of the Mansons, who
teok her briefly {o {he Riha
10 get some of her
clothes. They then accompan-
ied her to ihe Boulderado Ho-
%el, where she stayed uniil she
oft Boulder with her aunt

L Anril 5 for New York Cily.

{ VISA NOT INVOLVE

Recalling this middic-of-the-
inight telephone conversation,
Regosin said the trouble at the
:Rma home that night “had
;ncm ing to do .with Mrs. Riha’s
visa status.

“There was nothing urgent

ng, no imminent deportation »

call that night that she nad gonz
to bed and began to sense a
strange odor, As it became,
stronger, she became very up-
set and siarled screaming, think-

some chemical.

is employed at a bank, Mrs,

Regosm said. .,
Regosin said he was iOxd bs.
Mrs.'Riha during the telephons

ing she was heing overcome by

In New York City, where she:

ether in her room came from!

the venis or under the bedroom
door.

[y e

N

l
o
+1

i

Cerv Veily Said.

I Her hushaud’s
pC"I ance was
sual,” Mrs. Risa seid.
nis shaving stuif, his writing

stuff, cven his suu(s;. Tve

7 Taler disin-

not heavd from him at .ll
from the time he disanpeared.”
Aroused from sleen by a i !e-

g rone call on the mzh
¢isturbance af tiie Rika home
was John L.

and Naturaiizetion Service
(INS) in Denver.

turbance, Tod .a'smd in a re-
cent interview.

from and what was said . .

cpploprxatc mc-mr,cs would be
raade.”

CALLED NEPHEW ¢

On the night of March 13,
'Rika was in Denver ard u‘:}m
phoned his nephew lo cux,.v :
and see him, Ccrven*, Riva
nephew, said, This was the ]uaz
time he saw his uncle, Cerveny
said. |

On the night of Sunday,
March 16, Cerveny said, a Den-
ver woman telephoned him
and said Riha was gone and
Cidn’t have a chance fo ialk
tim. Cerveny was told he
vsould he hearing from Riha
Znd would get hlS uncie’s pow-
er of attorney. He also said he
was advised to say that he
knew where his uncle had gone
and the Riha’s leaving
stemmed from his impending
divoree.

SIGNATURE IN DOUBT

The signature, Thomas Riha,
appears on at least three doct-
‘ments witnessed in Danver by
two notaries public afier his
Jisappearance. Shown 2 set of
six photographs, among which
was a recent photo of Riha, ihe
notaries couldn’t pick out Riha
as the person who signed the -
papers. ]
¢ Received in, Boulder
:Denver afler Riha's disappear-
fance, Jetters signed with Lis
2 confain glaur" misspae
i _ , some awkward gram-

to

o

aras
matical expressions or\. @i
accurate address “or L

A letier written in < Ml _.... .
ncp‘lcw doosn's welette b
niceties of Rinha's

Natdve

so.a:thinm unu-

[N
.tC Aelt.

Tocq, district di~
rector of the U.S, Imwmigration
3

The call concerncd the dis-

“1 dor’t recall who it came

IThe caller was informed that

and'-

P b ke




- oo CU and

Loserive
ionist in
: hils wrli-
Ri n was the
scholarly
{
i

R v freaiises,
Dowrs aware oi fie nuances
N R ‘."‘\, ((‘ e, as \V(,” as
sul kgl h, Lussian, Ger-
s ow owad Srenen, each of
ARSI s;.;';:e fiuenily.
many perplex-
) ofil c al "om
LL.08 16L 1aD interested in find-

wui what happened to Riha
o cut vague assui-
novs oo s salely or de r‘lal>
1 v knowledge of the mén
\w:m a raoath afier tha
" cuneared, Dr. Joseph Smi- .

PR

e u, “relichble sources”
\ hinglon and was told

t 1:3‘.3 vas safe, buf was un-
i2 1o learn where the profes-,
was or ihe circumsiances:
. his disappearance.
Ti.is past week, a CU spokes-
oo osaid there’s been no !

-

i ‘%El‘zi‘ai()f‘.. 5

“._';S.
»L1y understanding is that
vaia disanpeared of his own ac-
:‘.'d-—ur }ad to—~ wxd t‘ﬂCl'C is

ihe!

ey, 104 mcsmcrt of CU, said'

1

)
1

b

|

o incuiry abouf Riha a:c.
.o level of fhe university ad-

it noh\.e Li. Ralph Runcka
Bo\hdcr “We've bee.l
g ,: +by ‘an agency’) not to ;
. Dul when we falk to !
. a's friends and associates
. - hewr the facls, they don't
[ od up logically, and we get
Coariou again

~I:.~ deeiined to identify the
Tocy wiich provided the as-
. ize about Riha.

@1 Cerveny filed a missing
" ,:‘.f:’)l‘c;‘;m't on his uncle Oct.
¢ Botider police had noth-
2dl on ithe Riha disa t)’
¢ in thelr files, Ruzick

¢
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Z\ iss Joyee Lebra, i
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CU professors
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Bouldes ircinaan Donald
who filled ont a2 fuim at
Loora nomne. Aiss Lobia
(516 she hos haard nothing from
TLoulder police affer xm}\mrr
this l(’-l().t,

Cerveny says Denver Defec-
i4ve Phillip Villaloves told kim
i]ie has been informed that “re-
onsibie persons” have said .
ha is all right and that tbe
Donver Police Department isn’t
able to procead with the search
fol .v.\ma

Denver police, Delective Mike
Aliegretio  says, enconraged
chvcry to file a missing per
sons comblaint on Riha Oct. 28
with Boulder police.

“The next day,” Allegretio
5aid, “Boulder police told us ¢
that the TBI told them to forge:
aboul Rika, because they knew:!
where he was and that he way
“alive and well.”

FBI POSITION

But the FBI here insisis it
hasn't jurisdiction in the case.
This was defermined when iwo
inquiries were made as the re-
su,t of anonymous pione cails

cceived here by the FBI Anril
.; a“xd again in Scpiember, John

5RO

A 211N

zharge, says.

Inquiries made by the FBI
Morley said, were based on thc
fact that a man had been re!
portcd missing “under urusuak
circumstances. o

“\Ye've placed no restrictions
jon any oiher investigaiive agen-
‘cies in the area to determine if
there is any viclation over
which they may have lscal in-
vestigative jurisdiction (in the
Riha case),” Morley said. '
: “We know nothing about him
;(‘hna) ” a Cemral Intclhg nec
\genby (CIA) spokesman in ‘
‘Denver said. “As far as we

He has no contact with our
agency.” '

However,
phen Fischer-Galati reporied he
|wes fold by the CIA early last

L b ad

»
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?. Morley, assislant agert inj

i
e
1]
5
t
.
3
N

!

know, Riha leff voluntarily. We:
have nothing to do with the man..

CU Professor Ste-

Yaoril tha
had leii v Lx,hu}y Fischer-
Galaii 2l said he wrote the
7 and was told “the matfer ha
been referred to proper govern-
meni authorities.”

NG REPLY

He has reccived no reply to
# Dec, 6 ‘Ftter, dircctcd 1o the
tame deperimont, Fischer-
Galad said.

Also disclaiming any knowl
edge of the Riha case is Todd,
of the immigration service
(INS) kere. ‘

“I know nothing about Riha,”
Todd.said.

But a close friend of Riha’s
says he contacfed the INS twice
about Riha—once in May or
June, when he was told ihat Ri-
22 was alive; and the second
cime in the fall, when he asiked
whether Riha still were ealive
and there was no answer. At
this time, Riha’s friend said, he
was told by the INS “nof fo be
interested” in the Riha case.

U.S. Army Military Intelli-
gence “has never been official-
ly involved in the Rina case,”
said Col. Lynn Frifchman, com-
manding officer, U.S. Army Re-
gren 4, Nilitavy Intdh“ence
C‘loup in Denver.

' Riha’s {riends don’f-know
what to bchev&—noplnd the
Jague-assurances they have re-
ceived are valid and that Riha

lis alive and well. But they

ldon’t know.
'MOTHER WRITES

Many of them came fo this
couniry from f{otalitarian {yran-
nies in Europe, and they ask:
“How can it happen, especially
in this country, that a man can
lisappear and nothing can be
known abouf him for almeost a
year?”

TFrom Germany early this

Kina was_sule end|mother, Mrs.

Ub Justice Department Anm!

Ruth Ann \;0;.,
scaking informition abour Lo
son. The lelter was direciod
pcmunahy to Seeit Werner, F31
agen in cherge bere, She hasn’t
heard from her son.

As they spolie warmly of
Riha just recently, his close ¢
friends — many of them rcfi.
gees from Burope — seemed *
fo be trying to buiid with words
ihe image of the man ihey
wanted to sce again:

“Rinha felt positively more an
American . . . as a Czech. He
have quite bilter memory 2s a
youih of the German occupa-
tion (during World War II).
Riha probably developed a ceep
sympathy for the Russian lib-
erafors. But he missed the part
when the Communists tske over
{because he had come to mae
his home in the U.S. by this -
{ime). :

“So simple a man, he couil
{it any place.

“He was very illusionary .
an idealistic dreamer . . . 2 lic-

eral-tainking man. But I deny -e
was a sympathizer ¢f com- |
munism. Ife was a man who |
adored everything that was Ira-

“Riha was o very reliable
man. You could build a eathe-
dal on his word.”

Another friend said of Riha:
‘He was an extremely onen
men. He made the impressich
of an absolutexg ‘ree man . ...
not scared of anyching. He hai
made it in life. He was a 62

professor in his line .

’nealt‘ny . . . a fantastic cook.
His art picces were valued in
the thousands. He had a big li-
brary. He was a charming man.

“Riha was a nihilist, an atle-
ist who jus} yearned for some
kindof...”

Riha’s friend poused consid-

month came a letfer writien to

ered, and then, quite simply,

the FBI_ip Denver by tha sladded the one 'word “Cod "

et f s reiran oy amwets €

diticnally rational.
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\“j |dié receive & report, which could be characterized as a

OFFIONAL FORM NO, 10 f‘ﬂ' 3010-100 g
MAY 1962 TOITION {
G3SA GEN RIG, NO, 27 -

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT o R —
Memorandum S —

et —
Mr, D. J, Brennan, Jfﬁﬁjﬁfﬁjx- DATE: }/13/70 Gete

/ )

S. J, Papich j;

.
THOMAS REHA : i
NTERRAL SECURITY - CEZECHOSLOVAKIA I
£ i‘, :’
o S B B | ‘

1/12/%0 that the subjecCt is DOt Of oOperational interest wo that
Agency,

With regard to the subject'’s alleged disappearancs,

rumor, that the subject was experiencing mavital difficulties

Lo o T

Laﬁé had leit his wife, The Agency does not have any information
concerning subjectfs present whereabouts, !

ACTION:

The sbove information is being directed to the
attention of the Sino-Satellite Jection,

1 - Mw, Gray {(ir. Redfield) —
1 » Lizison \/’f/
1 -« My, Papich
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M U ' ILIED STATES ¢ S YERNMENT
1 ~ Mxr. Deloach
Memorandum 1o . Bishas
| 2 1 - Mr, Malmfeldt
: Mr, W, C. Sullivan,: pJ’ DATE: January 13; 1270 :
4UJ' 1 - Mr. Sullivan Sulliven ———
1; ’2 * v 1 - Liaison Soy;: s:"w_
2 AW Gray J . 1 - Mr. Gray b
{ 1 - Mr. Redfield Gandy B
THOMAS RIHA
INFORMATION CONCERNING /(L* 7
(SINO-SATELLITE) ‘. . /“U

ings by

-

¢
2% person-

For dissems-

,.
9 38 not
124941 rasennnn
UMY eI T
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(205
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Cie8eE o e

o
v

S¢ 10 Your refuest ev
n
ress apniovil-of the F3I .

I's wse is Timitad to o

» 0t bo ds

"United States Attorney Denver, 1959-1962; relations cordial.
Y
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R .
Recommend attached letter be sent Attorney General (AG)

regarding letter 1/8/6% to him from Congressman Donald G. Brotzman,
Republican, Colorado, referred to-us concerning disappearance of
subject. A}qquecommend representative of Mr. Bishop's office
personally apprise Congressman of facts. Brotzman, formerly
Congressman requested information from AG by léingOjkuwf
concerning subject's disappearance from Boulder, Colorado, 3/69.
He noted Riha may have disappeared because of "domestic complic: ~
tions.”" He stated he asked Bureau for report as to what had becn
done to locate subject. He wrote that Bureau advised, aside from
preliminary inquiries, no -investigation conducted. On 12/31/69
Mr. Bishop did advise Congressman'’s office FBI had conducted no
invesiigation of disappearance, since no indications of violation
of federal law in our jurisdiction. Congressman stated during
course of similar inguiries, CIA advised it had no jurisdiction
but understood ¥BI had locked into matter and might well know
whereabouts of subject and circumstances 1nvolved

Sy ol 000000 lon4/15/69 to det
%‘ = interest in subject. They dld not """"""""""""""""""""""""" “JFK Act 6 (1) (B)
NGRS .
B% Subject, born 4/17/29, Prague, Czechoslovakia, entered
©L3Y uUnited States 1947; naturalized US citizen 12/52; served US Army
FEa 1953-1955; attended Moscow University 6/58-9/59; prior to dis-
5&41%‘ appearance was professor of Russian history, University of Colorado,
58 Boulder. We have no information concerning Riha's whereabouts
fségg and have conducied no investigation to locate, CIA advised Liaison
g=: % 1/13/70 Congressman was told CIA was not investigating subject and
g;gg% not using him in any capacity. CIA suggested he might check with
2305;5 local police and ¥BI, but dld not tell him TBI was 1nvesﬁigat1
;g & S - G4 : o/ T O, e \‘{'/
283y In 12/69 Denver received 1eﬁter from subject's mothers
N&®® requesting information concerning son's dlsappearancevrpg@megn 1970
Office replied this was matter nct within jurisdiction of Bureau’
however, offered if she so desired to place his name on-Bureau's
@? issing persons list. SAC, Denver, advised reply received from T
ot@gﬁ 1/13/70 declining to have subject's name placed on list.
v~ A\ e IR N
éwiz‘v-EnclesuraA&—m~uam¢~ f= L L TE - Tes /a7 a
o
]
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Memoxrandum te¢ sfr. W. C, Sullivan
RE: THOMAS RIHA

ACTION:

. .{l} That approval be granted for attached letter teo
AG providing him with these facts and advising him that a
representative of the Bureau will personally inform the
Congressman of them on 1/14/70.

A <
- 1 -
¥

€2) That a representative of MfTNBishop's office
personally contact the Congressman and provide him with these

facts. . _
/ .('Ify _— .
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- drsaeeer of Rika's property a".‘,_ra,.," rospence frem e Tl
ss=ichy bave ‘pev general who has boeen re-

., By FRED GILLICS

“Denser Post Swaff Writer stevaognd ek

Denver Dist. Alty. Mike Mc.iappeared. signed Thomas Riba. jquested lo‘Ieok mzo: lrc a:screfp-
Keviit szid Wednesday his staff-Some of these letters have a iancxes between o;tzc.a}_ staveé
is condueting an “extensive in_zMontreal, Quebec, postmark. g’ments 0§ federtal ;genc{esctaia
vestigation” into the mysterious Inquiries at the national Ievellgappatr ent.ﬂxf hCOD rzo;(s:l?x}\fer:z :t :&
i i disappesrance of Thomas Riha. are being made by Rep. Donald ; _meg.s}, W rlc .E:(ri from fhews
i ] Lriversity of Colorado profes-'G. Brotzman. R-Colo. To date ;I %122 fl;:c?rxtl after he disap-
' | sor. and is coordinating iis ef.;Brotzman said he has recellveds‘agzilgées shortiy 1 p
forts with widening probes of {responses from three agencxes:“‘p - -
the Denver and Boulder Police! —The FBI. which savs it ! At that time, some of Riha’s
Depariments and the Boulder jhasn't and won't conduct an in- 'friends said they received as-
disirict atforney. |vestigation of Riha's disappear-' surance from federal agencies

At the request of The Denver ance unless someone comes for- | that they knew wheri R_llfla was
Post. irquiries about Riha also! Ward to indicate that a federal 'gnd thatl he was *“alive
 are being continued with fed-{ offense is likely to have been vreln o
eral agencies in Washington."involved.’ The agency did, how-
DC.. aud through Canadian im- eter. acknowledge it has re.
' migration officials. [ceived several inquiries about

RUSSIAN HISTORY iRiha. .

Riba, 40, a highly respected —The Central Intelligence
prefessor of Russian history, ‘Agency (CIA), which said it
was officially listed as missing. thinks the FBI might have some!
Merch 37 when he failed to Xnowledge of Riha’s where-
appear at his office where his @bouts. The CIA spokesman said
briefcase stood open amid  the agency considered the mat-
bocks and papers.on his desk. e when it received inquiries

On the same day, Riha's 125t March and April and veri-
prized art works rested in a fied that Riha's disappearance

idn't have internati imili-
workroom at the Denver Art4dnt have nltematmnal imili-
was a domestic 4

: tions and
Museum, the gift of a Denver ca N § >
woman who museum officials matter,.m terms of the United
.say didn't mention Riha as the Stzi'teé.”' Inquiries directed to the'
~ovwmer of the art works. CIA were turned over to the
Less-than two weeks later, |FBI, the spokesman a@ded. He

'} ¢the fitle fo Riha’s car had been ‘said the CIA has no direct ‘
assigned fo a Denver couple. knowledge or reports of a rumor
‘And within two months of his -which has come to its attention:
ycisappearance, his home in  saying that Riha is “somewhere‘i
“Boalder had been sold. on the East Coast.” ;
MGNTREAL POSTMARK —The U.S. Army Intelligence:
Command, which says it has no

Benver and Boulder law en-

1 ul " personal knowledge of the Riha’
; forcement authorities have in- case, no direct or indirect in-
dicated that much of their effort volvement, nor any knowledge
invplves examination of the var- . . facts surrounding Riha’s dis-

I0Bs abeh inv in ine |
S Gociments involved in fhe | appearance.
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Paforence is pade fto iolter dated January 8,
107¢, sddresced U0 you rwon Controtsian noasld 6. Brotmean, §S3 S
Solorrdo, a cony of which ig atinshed with its enclogurc. gﬁggﬁ'
Tao Convregsenan had asked fop & repliy by Jonunry 14, 1970, §gw°%
On DecenmBer 31, 1009, purguant to the Congressman’s T3
inwjguiry, this Durciu advigsed 2. Robory Tousiog, his %gﬁfa
scninisoretive fieo, that the PDI bhrd conducted 2o invontigae (o3&
thon conzerning o dimioviearsnce ia lnech, 1929, of woomag 283
NLhg,; proiuaooy, naliver nity of Colorsdo, souldeyr, Colorndo, §:n3§
Since thove Uere 10 indicaticns of a violsiion of fedewnl iaw 8§
ithin its Jurisdiciicn. Wiis gurciu hns no inrormition SRR
concerning LibkaYs vherenbouts ang buas conductod no iﬁv&sﬁigaw§éyg§'
Licn to iocwue him, @ wedl 186, 1002, we ﬁid irguire of 3219§
the fonexral Intellironce Lpency if they hod any intorost in :3,;§
#ihz.  rheoy &uz“vm = =353
S33%3
1 in Toccabsy, 1808, our Yonver OLfice recoived o f‘*§°
iohter from Qinn's uothor romuestins indornntion conterning  we o8
(o oonts disaoeocarance.  Dhe oS uvised this wns a natter :“§§{¥
r r»t vithin the Jurisuloiion ol he qu. ihe wvas told, hovever,§f§§
w00 rraat AT she oo conived his pone would ke miaced on tho ¥R g
B .. issing poresons list. She roplied on Jwaumry 13, 1990, and !
¥ ¢i Lieclined to have kis nane placed on the Lict °28
- :‘,‘ ug - . :;Etf‘
- z The Central Intelligcnce Arency advigsed this Purean g a7
e G Jomuary 15, 1070, thut Consreconan Drotovsan upon Luﬂﬁ Xy g:§§
of i o had been adviged thot loovey was not investiscaiing nihaiz o
aud not using him in-any capae ity, Cencral iﬁb@lil”@lﬁu ~wevc§ N
had aumyesteu Iy eleck with the loeal police rad the ¥BX but g}f%
did not tell the Congressnzn the Ful was invesitigating subjeet s 8
§&§

&

[ — A yowresenitative of the Dureau will mersona?iy contaci
.- - Compressnan bLrotzman on Jdanuary 14, 1870, and anorise hinm of

g

oo the above facts. ™
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The Atiorney General

TN »
}‘f{.)la.’l 3

So8 pemorandum
dated 1/13/70, capiloned

been XYeroxed since the original letter to the AG Lore Burenu

Ty el

administrative aarkings,

A, ¥, CGray to Hy, W, C, Sullivan,
as above, prepared by JWRikmi,

attached to the AG letter have

CIA information 1/13/70 cbiaingd

fyom John Haury, congressional lisison, by SA Sam J. Papich.
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| O( FICE OF Tele. Room ———
| Miss Holmes —
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g I\LLJVEL
ttorney General John N. Mitchell

P Department of Justice Jak 12 17(,
y FA Constitution Avenue "
‘\tw, Washington, D.C. 20530
" ' ORNEy CENER
A . Dear Mr. Attorney General: RRE g {a
A WA R

 Enclosed is a photocopy of an article which was published’
by the Denver Post on December 28, 1969. I have been
requested by the Denver Post and frlends of Dr. Riha,

who is a constituent of mine, to do everything possible

to assist in either locating the Professor or in determin-
ing additional facts about his disappearance.

L W00 wnof

It seems to me that the interest of the nation in general
and the credibility of the FBI in particular is not well
served by the proliferation of a belief that Professor Riha
is the victim of some kind of international 1ntr1que, if
such is not the case.

2

WULLE,) ivGil o i WO DU
o4 UL PadbGaLd S Fueiinic 0 SWLT,

aoybdom ssoudxs 29y 1R0YNIN 12U

ig:;ayuoa oYL 71D

Despite the implications found in the Denver Post article, 5
I think it is quite possible that Professor R.'.ha left = S
- Boulder because of domestic compllcatlona‘;‘»‘ ":;IEBY"‘W\%E’Q%
' '*"“"“"' EDEP h' ill\j s Feo o
> Q. In this spirit I last week asked the FBIEto prov:.de me,,J sg‘gi;‘;
f\“ 0\.&‘, either J:ormally or informally, with a leport on what the ,§°¢;§§
NP Bureau has done to locate Professor Rihas 5T VASNIREDHOFG  wolLS
B 2 o, last Friday that, aside from a file of 1r1qu1r1es made in s B
IR Professor Riha's behalf, the Bureau has notglooke@ ipto i g)g
SR the matter and is not conductlnq 1nqu1r1 eszmw . ‘,_ - %;};;;.h’gg;:*iggf
N SSATTORNEY CEIET.
N I so inf¥ried the Denver Post._ , = . FELEf 14 S8
i & e ((‘{j /6, 7,: S (/,f . £ § O
f g};: However, in the course of similar inquiries 522
K ﬁé\ federal agencies, I learned from the Central Intelligence 3
R X Agency that at one point last vear it made some preliminary &2
N N : inquiries, determined that no transactions within its &i‘*
; < jurisdigtion were involved, and turned over whatever files §:§
2, N were gef@-rated to the FBI. CIA also informed me that it ?,?o%
~ understands, unofficially, that the FBI did look into the G
> \Q mattermfe;r, and that the Bureau may well know the
NEPS wherealou f Professor Riha and the circumstances behind
X dsual di rangedem GRmm mat
- ihis unusua isappeara e ‘,{_ .
N s .o /CD'.:? 'd,a,)mw )
17O v JAN 19 1970 s
N y % 4
S il ) :
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Attorney General Mitchell
January 8, 1970
Page 2

I now appeal to you to look into the matter and at least
provide me with guidance. I am convinced that the
speculation will only grow in intensity, and I can see
no good purpose in hiding behind a jurisdictional facade
if the Professor's current status can be explained in a
straightforward manner. Your response by Wednesday,
January 14 would be deeply appreciated.

Very truly yours,

/ \
/Donald GJ@Brotzman
Member of Congress .

DGB/tia  / ( Q-“C?La/aﬁmz", i &
Enclosure -
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ProtRiha's Disappearance

Shrouded in Mystery and Silence

miymﬁﬁum
PanverPost Stalf Writer

Tarly on the mormng of
March 17, Pref. Thomas Riba’s
briefcase stood open amid
©0ks amd papers scatlered on
e desk in his study at the Uni-

sersity ex Colorado.

This was unucual, {~r Riha
was known as an orderly and
orgsnized man, one who didn’t
teave things at loose ends.

But unusual things were oc.
curning in the life of Ry, 40,
2 respeeted professor of Rus-
sian history at CU.

The most unusual of these
was that he was disappeanng
— dropping out of sight from e
home, his university, is frienos
and his refatives.

Did he do this by his own
choosing? Did he want to disap-
pear?

Or, did something else hap
pen Lo Riha?

Is he dead? Alive?

I he 1s ahve, where is he”
What is 2 doing?

Mystery buffs would believe
that when a university profes-
sor disappears, police would
struggie for an answer to the
riddle. But if police have strug-
gled, there is hitie evidence of
it in the strange case of Riha.
YAGUE ANSWERS

A Dzaver Post reporter re-
celved vage answers fremn offi-
cers. There is talk of other
sgercies — umdentified — re-
porting Rita to be “alive and
well” — somenhere,

But which agencies? No one
will say.

Earher on that strange
March morninyg — a Monday —
Prof, Robert Skotheim, who
shared the CU study with Rina
received a telephone call from
& woman in Denver. She want-
ed to remind Riha about an 1m-
portant appointment he had
that day with the U.S. Immigra-

ion Service in Denver.

* begar bullding when he failed’

Skotheim placed a memo o
this effect on Riha's desk and
Ieft to meet his classes.

At noon, Riha failed to at-
tend a scheduled facully meet-
ing.

Later that alternoon, a woem-
an telephoned, tellng a secre
fary she wanted to pick up.
Rihia's briefcase because thi
professor had been taken to a
hospital after bemg injured m a
fail.

NEVER APPEARED

The woman never appearzd
No hospital record for Riha has
been found.

The concern for Rika really

to meet hus classes at CU on
Tuesday, Maich J8. A worried
CU stalf member notified Mrs.
Riha's attorney, wlo contacted
Boulder police.

bage 47

Gfheges exananed the
grounds and pearcd through the
windows of the modest Riha
house at 1955 €t St. in Boul
der, where Riha had beea live
ing alone since hus estranged
wife poved to 2 Bonldar hofei
more than a week befote. Po-
hee talked to neighbors and, ev-
idently hnding nothing 2miss,
soon left.

By the end of that week, there
still was no informatien on
Riha's whereahows. But the ti-
tle to his car had becn assigned
to a Denver couple. And a
Boulder real estate firm had
= lened a letier authorizing
nha’s nephew, Zdenck Cerve-
uy of Denver, to scil the Riha
home. On both documents was
the signature., Thomas Riba
nolers vd g I 0 oy,

AL ting same une wine of
Ritia ~ art works, spprased at
§19,605, known to have ben in
s house the presidus weck,
rested in a workroom at the
Denver Art Museum and were
recorded offictally as a gt to
jthe museum from a Denver
{woman.

In the next two menths, most
1ol Riha's iousehnld possessions
:and the books 2nd papers in his
ofisce had been transferred to a
house in Denver His home in
Boulder had been sold, Letters
ard checks appeared, sipned
Thomas Riha, His credit card
was used for the purchase of
wveral thousand dollars n
merchandise in the Denver area.

One of the typed letiers. dated
Ma~ch 30 and signed with
it:ha’s name, was postmarked
April 8 at Montreal, Quebre
Vhrs let'er was sent to a Bou!l-
der Inswrance agency, requests
ing canceliatton of an insurance
~alicy on Riha's Volkswages
which the wniter said had been
so0id,

But were the signatures really
hose of Wiha?

PROPERTY QUESTION

fis the handiing of Ribas
property. including the warks
n! art, that particularly bothers
the prefessor’s friends and rela-
tives, including his mother :n
Germany, They olaim he
woirdn't give up some of his
psessions, that they “were too
S to him.

On Sept. 30, Rika was divorced
from his wife, Hana, on her
counterclaim of cruelty. Riha
wast't in conrt. Belure the di-
<wen was granted, Rina's attor-
nev questioned the authentic'ty
of eltrrs ke had been receiving
with Rihas signature. The
lawver urged a court clarifica-
‘en of the attoruey’s respon-
sthibltes toward Riha sa thit the
professor’s legal nghts wouldn®t
be “permanently and unjustly
suerificerd
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THOMAS RIHA, PROFESSOR OF RUNSIAN HlSTORY

“We've been s0id net 10 wore

ider o*twer says.
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¢ fena met Hana Uruskovn 2,
in New York Cuy shostly before
he ook a group. of professors
oft a tour of Kussiy {u the sum-
mer of 1958, Cn his refurn to tne
United States laier that sumes
mer, Riha again saw Hana, in
this country on a student visa|
. from her homeland in Czecho-|
glovakia. Riha, then 39, also
was of Czech origin, becoming
a naturalized 3:S. cltizen and.
receiving bis university educa-}
tion in this country.

On Oct, 13, 1988, Hona and’
Thomas were married in 3 late’
«afterncon ceremony at the Uni-,
taran Church in Boulder, At a*
. iwedding receptica that evening

Ial the Black Bear Inn in Lyons,
' Colo., Thomas obviously was
" loverjoyed, Crossing tus arms
- end clasping them at tbe elbow
as if rocking a cradie, he went
‘around the room calling cut ex-
‘uberantly that the marriage
,wes “for all life.”
- Arcong the peceplion guests
vas a Denver woman — re-
ferred to later by Riha as
“Colonel” — with whom Riha
discussed-at length the bringing
of his nephew, Cerveny. to
this country. Cerveny then was
in Vienna after fleeing from
Prague in Russian-occupied
Czechoslovakia.
ADMITTED TQ US.

About a month later, Cerveny
- was admitted on temporary
status to the United States as a
Cwech refugee, through ar-
rangements which Cerveny sald
werz cntirely rormal and rou-
tine,

- Riha’s plans for a marriage
“for all life” didn’t take root,
Shatiering for bum and his wife
were cvents st their home early
on the morning of March 9.

“ At sbout 12:30 am., guests
were jeaving a parly at the

’ bome of CU Professor Richard
and Mrs. Wilson, next door to
the Rihas. One of the guests,
| Professor Robert Hanson, saw
¥rs. Riha stending at a first
' floor window la her home,
fislling her erms and crying for
help.

Snow was still on tr ground
. #s Hanson raced to the Riha
house and pulled Mrs. Riba out
the window. A strong odar of”
what be thought was chloro. |
form climg heavily to Mrs.
Riba.
> . i : + With the ald of Wilson, Hane

. . : son ook the distraught woman
to {he Wilson home.

POLICE ARRIVE
. A Boulder police car soon
. pulled up to the Riha house,
: with Patrolmen Douglas J. Dor-
sey and Dale Stange, who said
N police had been called by an-
) ofher woman in the Rtha house.
, 1n their official report, the of-
Y. *Jleers gave ths version of
<" . I events:
. The woman met them In front
- of the Riha house and told them
Mrs. Riha had locked herself in
‘her bedroom, frem which ether
‘fumes were coming. When she
B and Riha threatened to break
- N the bedroom door, the woman
s . said, Mrs. Riha went fo the
" . window and started screaming.
In ber conversation, the offi-
- . cers said, the woman tried to
& = give the impression she was in
the Riha house that night as 8
person in an officlal capacity
and had something to do with
the- immigration authorities in
Denver. But she coulda't pro-
diwce any identification, '

oy #
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Further, ghe told police Mrs.
Riha w=='{ 2 U.§ uzen, that
her v expired and that

e Imnag,  .on authorities fn
Denver had been called

Asked for her identification,
the woman said it was in her
car parked outside the Riha
house, But she couid produce
only an Iilinois driver’s heense.,

At the Wilsor home, the offi-’

cecs fourd Mrs. Riha “in an evi
dent traumatic state.”

After talking with Mrs, Riha,
the officers returned 10 her
hetne, where they found a jar of
ether and soveral ether-soaked
gauze pads in the bedeovers in
her bedroom. These ilems later
were turned over to her Boul-
der attorney, Gerald Caplan.

“Having investigated this
tnattar for over an hour and |
tinding no evidence of foul !
play,” e officers said in their!
report, “we advised Mrs. Riha
to return home, but assured heri
she did not have to.” ;

A police check that same
morning with the Natlonal
Cnme Information Center lndi-l
cated Mrs, R:tha wasn't among!
persons in {he United States il
legally, the officers said.

This was the substance of the;
officers’ report, according to
Police Capt. Willard Spier of
Boulder, who dechined o per-
mit a Post reporter to examine
the repart. He relayed verballv
only those parts of the report
he considered pertinent, saying
the rest consisted of ,*‘personal
comments of the officers.” ’
ODOR STRONG

The odor of ether clinging:
to Mrs. Riha was so strong that
windows in the Wilson house
uad o be opened, Mrs. Whlson
recalled,

And Mrs. Wilson spoke of
srgry voices rising in the entry-
way to her home as her hus-
band confronied Riha who was
demanding that his wife be sent
“back to his home.

Riha's voice was “angry, bel-
lgerent and frightened” as he’
.told Wilson that the womasn ;
who had called policz was
an intelligence agent of the US *
Army, that she was armed and
the Wilsons were in danger i’
they didn't return his wife, Mrs.-
Wilson said. Wilson firmly re-
fused this demand, ordering Ri-
ha out of his house shortly be-
fore police arrived.

In 2 2 a.m. emergency tele.
phone call made at the Wilson
home, Mrs. Riha talked that
mormng with David Regosin, a.
fongtime friend and attorney in-
New York City. :
| Apparently terrified, Mrs, !
Riha took from her purse

«dRrgsain’s business card aad e

pleaded for someone to call him.

The call was made, with Mrs.
Riha sobbing as she {old Rego-
sin what had happened. Also
talking with Regosin during the
half-hour conversation were '
1Wilson, Hanson and Patrolmani
{Dorsey. After the call was com-]
ipleted, police left Mrs. Riba in
ithe custody of the Hansons, who
ook her briefly to the Riha
thome to get some of her
clothes. They then accompan-
licd her to the Bouldcrado He-
|£cl. where she stayed untit she
ileft Boulder with her aunt
{Apni § for New York City.

VISA NOT INVOLY™M

Reeulling this m rof-the-
-night telephane co tion.
rRegogin said the tre,  at the

(Riha home that nmight *had
niothing to do with Mrs, Riha's
.visa status,

* “There was nothing urgent
about her status, nothing press-
ing, no imminent deportation,”
Regosin said.

i Regosin said ha was told by
{Mrs. Riha during the telephone
-call that night that she had gone
fo bed and began lo sense a
«frange odor, As it became
stronger. she became very up
set and started sereaming, think
ing she was being overcorae by
some chemical,

+ In New Yo.x City, where she
is employed at a bank, Mrs
Riha said recently that the
ether in her room came from
the’ vents or under the bedroca:
door.

 Her husbend's later -lisap- *
‘pearance was “something unu-
sual,” Mrs, Riha said. “He lefts
his shaving stuff, his writing |
snff, even his suitis), I'va |
pot heard from him at =B, |
from the time he disappeared.” |

Aroused from sieep by a tele-:
phone call on the night of the !
disturbance at the Riha home
wss John L. Todd, district di-
rector of the U.S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service
(INS) in Denver. d

The call concerned the dis-
turbance, Todd said k a re-
cent laterview.

“f don’t recall who It came
from and what was said . . .
The caller was foformed that
appropriate inquiries would be
made.”

CAILED NEPHEW
On the might of March 13,

v rees fr Mapron aud tal
Riha was in Deaver ad @is

phoned his nephew to come
and see him, Cerveny, Riha's
acphew, said. This was the last
titne be saw his uncle, Cerveny
said

On the night of Sunday,
March 16, Cerveny sadd, a Den-
ver woman telephoned him
and 3aid Riha was gone and
ddn’t have a chance to talk {¢
him. Cerveny was told he
would be hearing from Riba
and would get his uncle's pow-
er of atterney, He also said he
was advised to say that he
knew where his uncle had gone
and the Riha's leaving
stemmed from his impending
drvarce.

SIGNATURE IN DOUBT .

The signature, Thomas Riha,
appears on at least three docu-
ments witnessed in Denver by
twa notaries public after his
disappearance. Shown a set of
six pho(ogmphs. among which

notaries couldn’t pick out Riha
ag the person who signed the
papers.

. Received In Boulder and
iDenver after Riha's disappear-
tance, letters signed with his
.name contain glaring misspell-
ings, some awkward gram-
matical expressions and an in.
accurate address for his hume.
A letler wrilten in Czech to his
nephew doesn't observe the
niceties of Riha's native speech,
Cerveny saud.

‘PERFECITONIST

Hina's colicagues st CU and
his close friends describe the
professer as a perfeciionist in
all things — lLuciuding s writ-
ing and speaking Riha was the-
author of several schalarly ¢
baoks and learned trestises, !
and was aware of the nuancest
of s pative tongue, as weil as
*hose of Enghsh, Russian, Ger-r
man and French, each of
which he spoke fluently,

Despite these many perplex-
ing  sitwations, officialdom
seems ast too interested 1 fiud
ing out what happened to Rika
— grinding out vague assur-
arees of s safety or demals
of any knowledyge of the man

Nearly & month aiter Ria
disappeared, Dr. Joseph Smi
Jey, then president of CU, »aw
he contacted “'reliable souces™
in Washington and was told
that Ritha was cafe, but was un.:
able to learn where the profes
sor was or the circumstares
aof his dissppearance.

This past week, a CU spokes-
man said there’s been no
further nquiry anomt Riha 3t
(the levet L0 the unwersty ade
ministration.

In Boulder, Captain Spier
says:

“My undarstandine is that
Riha disappeared of ...s owa ac-
cnrd—ar had tra-and there s |
no use wasting tne looking for
him just «s 2 mu sing person.
There's no suspicicr of {oul play
any: place.”

But potice L.t. Ralph Ruzicka
says in Boulder: “We've been
told (by ‘an axgency’) rot to
warry. But when we talk to
RKiha's triends and assoca’ e
and hear the facts, they doat
stond up logically, and we get
worried agamn.”

He deciined to identify the |
agency which provided the as-
surance about Rtha.

Until Cerveny filed a missing
persons report on tis uncle Ot
3. the Bouider poitce had noth-
g offictal on the Riha disap-
pearance 1n their files, Ruzicka
sadd.

. However, Miss Joyte Lebra,
an associate professor of lustory
ut CU, says that about P2
weeks after Riha disappeared,
she and four CU prolessors
gave Information about Riha to
Boulder Patrolman Donald

Alps, who filled out 3 form at
the Lebra home. Miss Lebra
.said she has heard nothing from
Boulder police after making

i this report. .
t Cerveny savs Denver Detec-
ttive Phillip Villalovos told him
he has been informed that “re-
sponsible persons” have said
Riha is all nght and that the

“was’a recent phiotd of Tuia, THe™ Tenver Police Department isn't

able to proceed with the search
for Riha.

Denver police, Detective Mike
Allegretto  says, encouraged
Cerveny to file a missing per-
sons complzint on Riha Oct. 28
twith Boulder police.
{ “The next dav,” Allegretto
said, “Bouider police told us
{thal the FBI toid them 1o forget
labout Riha, because they knew
*where be was and that he was
ialive and well. * .

P ABATILIVTA A 5 5o W D LA T B N AD NN LI IS SOIRN N A,

>

S




g -

i p— %

o

—— et e

hasn't jurisdiction in the case.
This was determined when two
inquirjes were made as the re-
sult of anonymous phone calls
received here by the FBI April
3 and again in September, John
F. Morley, assistant agent in
charge, says.

Inquiries made by the FBI,
Morley said, were based on the
facl that a man had been re-
ported missing “under unusual
,circumstances.”

I “We've placed no restrictions
on any other investigative agen.
icies in the area to determine if
ithere is any violation over
which they mav have local in-
{vestigative jurischetion {in the
|Riha case),” Morley said.

“We know nothing ahout h:m

(Riha},” a Central Intelligence
Agency (CTA) spokesman in
Denver said. “As far as we
know, Riha left voluntarily. We
have nothing to do with the man
He has no conmtact with our
agency.”

Hoveever, €17 Professer Sle
phen Fischer-Galati reported he
was told by the CIA sarly last

April that Riha was safe and
had feft vowunizvily. Fischer-
Galati algo said he wrote the
U.8. Justice Department April
7 and was told “the matter has
been referred to proper govern-
‘ment authorities.”

NO REPLY

He has received no reply to
a Dec. 6 letter, directed to the
same department, Fischer-
Galati said.

Also disclaiming any kKnowl
edge of the Riha case is Todd.
jof the immigration service
I(INS) here.

!~ know nothing about Riha,”
Todd said.

But 2 close friend of Riha's
says he contacted the INS twice
about Riha—once in May or
June, when he was told that Ri-
ha was alive: and the second
Hime in the fall, when he asked
iwhether Riha still were alive
and there was no answer. At
this time, Riha’s frievd sad, he
was told by the INS “not i be
interested” in the Riha case.

U.S. Army Military Intelfi-
gence “has never been official-
ly involved in the Riha case.”
said-Col. Lynn Fritchman, com-
manding officer, U.S. Army Re-
gron 4, Military Intelligence
Group in Denver.

Riha's friends don’t know
“what to believe—hoping the
ivague assurances they have re-
\ceived are valid and that Riha
1s alive and well. But they

on't kng

AT ¢ gt

FBi POSITION ’ T
But the FBI here W5(s It

:mother, Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook,
lsoekmg information about her
son. The letier was directed
’personally to Scoit Werner, FBI
{agen in charge here. She hasn't
heard fromi ner son.
As they spoke warmly of
Riha just recently, his close
friends — many of them refu.
gees from Europe — seemed
10 be frying to build with words
‘the image of the man they
wanted to see again:
“Riha felt posilively more an
American . . . as a Czech. He
|havo quite blt(cr memory as a
youth of the Ger.'.n occupa-
tion {(during World War II).
Riha prabably developed a deep
sympathy for the Russian lib-
erators. But he missed the-part
‘when the Communists takeaver
thecause he had come to make
his home in the U.S. by this
time).
»50 simple a man, he couM
fit any place
, “He was very illusionary -
-an idealistic dreamer ... 3 lh-
;eral-thinking man. But 1 den;." he
was a sympathizer of cim-
,mupism, He was a man whe
;adored everything that was tia-
dmonally rational.
~Riha was a very reliable
“man. You could build a calhe-
:dral on his word.”
3 Another friend said of Riha:
. “He was an extremely open
iman, He made the impression
;of an absolutely free man . . .
‘\not scared of anything. He had
made it in life. He was a top
iprofessor in his line . . .,
healthy . . . z iantastic cook.
His art p)eces were valued in
the thousands. He had a big li-
ibrary. He was a charming man.
i “Riha was a nihilist, an athe-
ist who just yearned for some
Kindof ..."”
Riha's friend paused. consld-
ered, and then quite simply,
added the ore word, *God.”

‘\mmm “WTES

Many of them came to this
country from totalitarian tyran-
nies in Europe, and they ask:
“How can it happen, especially
in this country. that a man can
disappear and nothing can be
known about him for almosi a
year?”

From -Germany early this
month came a letter wrillen fo
the FBI in Denver by Rwa <
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'S Felt
TO My, Bishop'\ ;’ pAaTE:  1/15/70 Gale __
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4 el Tavel
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T ROAXS M. ,,A(.{‘/JQD.GS * 'S'l‘e‘ie. Room —
£ 7 ond Holmes .-
4 Gandy
SUBJECT: THOMAS RIHA i T
INFORMATION CONCERNING Y /‘,f 7 O“ )
(SINO-SATELLITE) L
/\.

LEF 55100
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Rememo of 1/13/70 from Mr. Gray to Mr. Sullivan
wherein it was recommended and approved that Crime Records Division
orally advised Congressman Donald G. Brotzman (R-Colorado) that
we have conducted no investigation regarding subjects disappearance
and have no knowledge of his whereabouts.

Robert Tonsing, Administrative Assistant to Congress~
man Brotzman,was furnished this information orally on 1/14/70 by
Inspector Bowers in the Congressman's absence. Mr. Tonsing was 7 § 7 /’f
most appreciative of our prompt handling of the matter and asked if-+" 5
we would send the Congressman a letter conflrmmg this information.
Enclosed is an appropriate letter.

AY

RECOMMENDATION:

That the enclosed letter be sent, W 2N

f=tS -"’:’? V@’%_ J“QN

ewe,

Enclosure f? ﬁw”

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure .~ »% _ e,
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure ™ 5 AR 23 10y
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 3
1 - Mr. Gray - Enclosure T
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt ~ Enclosure -
1 - M. A. Jones - Enclosure 7
1 - Mr. Bowers ~ Enclosure DR
DWBTngldocumem is prenoved i “9310‘}”%,:2 ,;;"@‘;’,Jfg”eff i,‘?;fiifﬁfi‘iﬁﬁf\s:i%
) pation 07 ,31?:4:1 ffinf,; 0()* mwrsj zMo, Be dicclescd L0 Ut bli0T m?d BETSON-

z:%fﬁg;nouu the express apPTOWaZ of the FBI // 2 e /; o ;‘(f

g :7 P
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This will confirm information oraily {ar- ST
x“m ea on January 14k fo vour Ad uim"tzn tive Assiotant, $8 §;
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s S S
1 - Denver Field Gifice _ 2 %3
X . [l
1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached) 1 - Mr. Malmfeldt (detached) F<¥
1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 1 - M. A. Jones (detached) L7
1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached) 1~ Mr. Bowers (detached) . . {>
1 - M1 Gray (detached) S
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- Memorandum
DI.RECTOR, FBI (105-78256)

SAC, DENVER (105-4151)(C)

(™
THOMAS RIHA, aka.
Is - CZ

her letter of 1/11/70.

sets out Mrs.
CIA.

This ocrment 4

N ~ o 28 7 ”"9’77‘0 7 e 's)
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Re Denver letter to the Bureau, dated 12/29/69.

Enclosed herewith is a letter of acknowledgement
to subject's mother, Dr. RUTH ANN COO0K,; to acknowledge

‘Also enclosed are 5 copies of an LHM, which

CO0K's letter to the Denver O0ffice of
the FBI and in which she mentions her son's work with
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

L FH

® - {3

3
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREATU OF INVESTIGATION

Denver, Colorado
January 15, 1970

THOMAS RIHA
Alsc Enown As
Thomas Andrew Charles Riha

The following lettexr dated December 29, 1969 was

Sent by the bDenver Office of fthe Federal Bureau of InvestlgatLon
(FBL} to Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook. This communication acknowledged

55100

the receipt of her letter dated Decamber 5, 1969,
the Denver Office on Becember 10, 1869,

pearance of her son Thomas Riha.

Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook

Casza Lido

Brissago, Ticino CH-6614, Switzerliand

Dear Mrs.

Cook:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated December 5, 1969 concerning the disappearance of your

son Thomas Riha.

and we are

Please be advised that the Federal BRureau of
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature
not able to conduct an acitive investigation

cencerning your son's disappearance,

At your request we will place a Missing Persons
Notice with our Identificationr Division in Washington, D. C.

If you desire us to do this, please advise.

Very truly yours,

SCOTT J. WERNER

Special Agent in Charge

2N AR AR

ENCLOSURT

DocId: 32989553 Page 55
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Thomas Riha

On January 13, 1970, the Denver Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation received a letter from
r. Ruth Ann Cook, 6232 Heuenhain/Taunus, Sophienruhe i4,
Deutschland, dated Janugry 1L, 1970, and addressed to
Mr. Scott J. Werner, Special Agent in -Charge of the
Denver Office of {the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
This letter states as follows:

"Frankfurt - (Illegible) “Dr, Ruth Ann COCX
"General Hospital "6232 Neuenhain/Taunus
"Jan., 1lth 1970 "Sophienruhe 14

"Deutschiland

"Dear Mr. Werner,

"Thank you so much for your kind
reply of Dec. 29th to my letter concerning
T. Riha's disappearance.

"Thank you also for your offer of
placing a Missing Persons Noiice in VWashington
D. C. for me.

"My sole concern is of course for my
son's safety and well being - but in view of
the information which has reached me recently
on rumors of my son's CIA work and some strange
happenings at his home in March 1969 I do
not know whether it is in his best interest
that I should request such a Notice.

"I am very sick, Mr. Werner with
double pleurisy and have lost-since I wrote
you-due to my sickness one eye sight - having
only barely recovered after cancer.

T wish I could talk to you and
ask your advice ~ in this grievous matter.

"Perhaps when I recover shall I
come to Denver to seek your counsel.

"Thank you once more

"/s/ Ruth Ann Cook.

- H¥ 55100 DocId:329592553 Page 56
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Thomas Riha

On January 15, 1970
was sent by Scott J. Werner,
Office, FBI,
letter:

the following communication
Special Agent in Charge, Denver
to Dr. Ruth Ann Cock: in response to the above

. i(f,.. o

Dr. Ruth AngﬁCook
8232 Heuenhain/Taunus
Sophienruhe 14, )
Peutschiand

e L.

DA N s

Dear NMrs. Cook:
This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of January 11, 1970.

Pursuant to the request in your letter
I will not place a stop notice with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation Identification Division
in quhlnwuon, B. €., concerning your son Thomas
Riha.

The FBI is not permitted to provide counsel
to individuals regarding their problems and I would
suggest if you feel you need legal advice that you
contact an attorney for such advice.

Very truly yours,

SCOTT J. VERNER,
Special Agent in Charge.

PROPERTY OF THE FBYX
This document contains neither
recommendations nor conclusions off
the FBI, It isthe property of the
FBI and is loaned to yvour agency; i%
and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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" By FRED GILLIES

. Denver Post Staff Writer
“ She sat across from her attorney in his
downtown Denver office and spoke in an
oifhand manner.

“Tom (Riha) will be here sometime in
January,” she said.

It seemed very matter-of-fact. even cas-
ual. And yet the Denver woman's remark
came during the interview like a fitful
wind roiling the heavy air of mystery
which for 10 months has surrounded the
disanpearance of Thomas Riha, professor
of Russian history at the University of
Colorado.

Riha vanished March 17, leaving no
trail except what can be found in letters
2nd documents which have been appear-
ing from time to time. The  authenticity
of many of these papers has been ques-
tioned by his attorneys.

Reports Conflict

Rxha s house, his car and his art works

have heen dlspoeed of, with what his
friends caill “untimely haste.” Federal
agencies apparently have issued conilict-
ing reporis, at times saying they know
nothing about Riha, and at other iimes
.| indicating they have knowledge of his
. { whereabouts.
Denver and Boulder police say they
.}have been assured by federal agencies
't that Riha is “alive and well.” Buf they
decline to identify the agencies.

The Denver weman, who has predicted
Riha's return here, apparenily is the only
i person in the DenverBouldel area who
h«s said she has heard from and scen
Riha since he was officially declared
missing under what the FBI here
acknowledges were ‘‘unusual circum-
stances.”

“Tom (Riha) will write or call me (be.-
forc he comes to, Denver this month),”
said s, Cr ”mrnonbauxm 248 Logan _
“Si., who deseribed hersclf as a longlime
|

I >

Page
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&

—tpiend of the Czechoﬂox ahanhm_n.,_mo—

fessor.

Draw Blcmk

She said Riha is in Montreal. Quebec,
but she has no address for him. Riha has
made all contacts with her and she
doesn't contact him directly, she added.

Canadian melgratxon officials in Den-
ver said this week they were unable,
through their extensive contacts, to fo-

- wvate Riha in Montreal or any pari ‘[bf
t,anada. :
*Montreal telephone information said
there's no phone number listed there for
Thomas Riha. And officials at the Univer-
sity of Montreal say they have no knowl-
edge of Riha.

Mrs. Tannenbaum said Riha was in
Denver late in May and again last sum-
mer, staying each time for only a day or
two.

The professor, Mrs. Tannenbaum said,
came to her door at 2 am. one day in
May with his flight bag in his hand. Dur-
ing his visifs in May and late last sum-
mer, she said, Riha didn’t contact any-
one else, including his close friends or his
nephew, Zdenek Cerveny.

Riha had acied as a sponsor when Cer—
veny came from Vienna to Boulder in
November 1968, as a refugee from Rus-
sian-occupied Czechoslovakia.

'"To See AHorney'

_Mus. Tannenbaum said Riha will be com-
ing to Denver this month, mainly fo assist
her in personal matters and to see the
Boulder attorney involved in his divorce.

Riha's visit here also will serve to clear
up ““all this innuendo,” said Mrs. Tannen-
- baum. alluding to what she said were im-

plicmon's in the news media that Riha-

might no longer be alive and might be a
victim of foul play.

y\hh a wave of hér hand, Mrs. Tarnen-
“Paum said she knows nothing uf._wsfa»s

Vonede ¢ o, .
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.and colleagues of Riha say the notations
arve very matter-of-fact and hardly appear—ietterig a Boulder attorney

A

actixitipe-in Monireal.

“I don’t know what he’s doing; 1 never
asked him,” she said. She added, how-

ever, that the professor must have some
means of support because “he has money
for plane tickels.”

‘A Perfectionist

When it was mentioned that Riha’s
friends had described him as a 'perfec-

tionist, Mrs. Tannenbaum smiled and re-
sponded quickly:

Yes, she said, Riha was a perfectionist
—in his leaving Boulder. Then she threw
back her head and laughed with her
whole being.

Riha left Boulder, Mrs. Tannenbaum
said, “because things were pressing in on
him”—at the university and at his home,
where he was living apart from his wife
during divorce proceedings. :

Y Early in the interview, Mrs. Tannen-

laum disclaimed any knowledge of hiw
Eiha left Boulder—whether by car, train
or _plane, Later, she said, without elaho-
ration, that she picked up Riha’s car at
the Staplefon International Airport after
Riha left Boulder. Title to the car was
transferred April 1 to a Denver public
s_chool official and his wife. The notarized
signature. Thomas Riha, was on the {itle
assignment.

_Mrs. Tannenbaum said she has known
Riha since 1947, when her former hus-
band, who was then in the U.S. Army,
helped bring Riha from Europe to the
United States. She also said she knew
Riha in Chicago, where Riha was on the
faculty at the University of Chicago from
1960 to 1967, when he came to CU.

Even as Mrs. Tannenbaum was pre-
dicting that Riha would be appearing in
Denver, there
ing that Riha had had no intention of
leaving his Boulder home suddenly.

Calendar Notes

Found among Riha's bapers was his
calendar pad. Notations in the two weeks
before Riha disappeared include remind-
ers to write for tax forms and the time

~

through April 25. One of these entries,
March 11, reads, “dinner Colonel.™ Riha
had been known to refer fo Mrs. Tannen-
baum as colonel. :

After examining these entries, friends

to be those of a man who is contemplat-
Ing a sudden departure from his home
MffocId:32989553.  Page 59

‘Also adding an air of mystery to Riha’s
sudden departure was the discovery of
place setting on his kitchen table—a cereal.
bowl, other dishes and silverware, ap-
parently set there for a breakfast he
never had.

Friends of Riha saw this unused place
setting, when they came lo the Riha home
March 16 and peered through the kitchen
window, after Riha failed to pick them up
that day for a dinner engagement in
Littleton.

Seen by Others

The place setting also was observed, the
same day, by other friends who stopped
at the Riha house and got no response
when they knocked at the door. .

Close friends of the professor say it
was his custom, since he’d been living
alone, to set his place for breakfast the
night before.

Could the place setting have been there
én Saturday, March 15, when {friends
phoned Riha repeatedly, beginning a{ 8

?un. and continuing throughout the d:y,
and got no answer? On the same déy,
Riha failed to attend a meeting of history
professors in Denver—which he had noted
on his calendar pad.

Denver and Boulder law enforcement
authorities are examining documents in-
volved in the transfer of Riha’s house, his
car and art works. .

New Documents

Nex’v documents and Ietters are turning
up xylth misspellings and awkward gram-
_matxcal expressions, similar to those found
In other letters, signed Thomas Riha or
with other names,

Checks signed with Riha’s name and

were developments suggest- purqhases made with his credit card after
he disappeared alsg are being serutinized.

Notaries public who certified the Thom-

as Riha signature on some of these docu-
ments have been shown a set of six
photographs, including one of Riha, But
they haven’t been able to pick out Riha
as the man who signed the documents,

and place of appointments and dinrer en- tifj

event, continue Pgst reporter about the Riha situation.
on But the notary failed to keep his appoint-

ment with the reporter. When contacted
later, the notary
sqying he had “nothing to offer.” It was
this notary who made the certification on
Riha's power of attorney,

reversed " his position,
conveyed in a

Extensive Probe = »——ree.
Defiver Dist. Atly. Mike McKevitt and

his staff recently entered the investiga- ¢

tion, saying an “extensive” probe is under
way. These efforts are being coordinated
with stepped-up probes of the Denver and
Boulder police departments and the Boul-
der district attorney.

Last week, McKevitt said he’s heen
told by the Denver police—who he said re-
ceived their information from ‘“i{wo na-
tional sources”—that Riha is alive. Me-
Kevitt declined fo name the national
sources.

At the request of The Denver Post, in-
quiries about Riha have been made at
the federal level by U. S. Rep. Donald G.
Brotzman, R-Colo.

1 5

No Reguest

The FBI in Washington told the congress-
man it hasn’t, and won’t, conduct an in-
vestigation into Riha’s disappearznce, un-
less someone comes forward to indicate
that a federal offense is likely to be in-
volved.

FBI officials in Denver echo this state-
ment, They also decline to sav if Scott
Werner, special agent in charge here,
has received a letter known to be have
been sent to him by Riha's mother in
Germany, seeking information about her
son.

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
informed Brotzman that it thinks the FBI
might have some knowledge of Riha's
whereabouts. But the CIA spokesman not-
ed that the agency has verified that Riha's
disappearance doesn’t have international
implications and was “a domestic mat-
ter, in terms of the United States.”

The U. S. Army Intelligepce Command
denies any knowledge or invoivement in
the Riha case.

'Alive and Well

But then there are conflicting reporis
from persons of high integruy in {he

3oulder and Denver communities. These }

barsons say they contacted the U. S, Izi‘z-
migration and Naturalization Serviea
FBI, CIA and “reliable sources” in Was‘n:
ingion last spring and early last summer

an;il were told that Riha was “alive and
well.”

In the light of these conflictirg reports,
John N. Mitchell, U. §. atforney general,
has asked the FBI to take another look at
the Riha situation.

. .
‘It seems fo me,” Brotzman wrote in

last August, "‘““"‘par'_t.tq Mitchell, “that the interest of the
nation in general, and the credibility-uftie
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FRI.in_particular, is not well served by the bedcovers in Mrs. Riha's bedroom

“the pr oiiferation of a belief that Prof. Riis—w<te later turned over to her Bouidesat-

b
Y
D

is the victim of some kind of infernational  torney.
inirigue, if such is not the case.” At one point, Riha was rchutfed by
. . neighbers, shellering his wife, when he de-
Eerie P%‘o!ogue raanded she be vewurned to his home.
Setting an eerie prologue for Riha’s dis- Just recently, a New York City atlor-
appearance were events at his home early pey and longtime feiond of Mrs. Riha,
on the Sunday morning of Jarch 9, about  said in a fulephune comersation from
a week before he was declared missing. New York, “There was nothing urgent
Emerging from the Boulder police re- zbeut Mrs. Riha's visa status that night,
pert of the disiurbance—only parts of * nothing pressing, no imminent deporta-
which have been made available to The tion.”
Denver Post—are these hightights: It was this altorney whom Mrs. Riha
—Mrs. Hana Riha, then the professor’s telephoned the night of the disturbance,
wife, was pulled out of the bedroom win- pleading for his assistance as she sobbed
dow of her home by neighbors as a sirong  out her slory.
odor of ether clung t{o her and she was From New York City, where she’s em-
sc:eaming for help. ploved in a bank, Mrs. Riha said recent-
—Police were called to the Riha home ly that the ether in her room came from
by Mrs. Tannenbaum, who police said the vents or under the bedroom door. She
was in the house with Riha at the {ime said she bagan screaming when she
of the incident. feared she’d be overcome.
—Mrs. Tannenbaum met police in front :

11 3 1
‘of the Riha house and told them Mus. Unusual

dow and started sereaming.

Riha had locked herself in the bedvoom, She said her hushand’s later disap-

from which ether fumes were coming. pearance was “something unusual,” not-
(e It ing that “he lefl all his shaving stuff,
Jcregmed his writing stuff, even his suit (s).”

—When she and Riha threatened fo - The search for Riha — spanning fhe
break the bedroom door, Mrs. Tamnen- nafion, reaching to Canada and thrusting
baum said, Mrs. Riha went {o the win- inio Europe —~ scems never-ending. One
lead seems {o spawn scveral others and

—Mrs. Tamnenbaum told police Mrs, : much of the information ends up at what
Riha wasn’t a U.S. citizen, her visa had : law authorities and interested persons
expired and the immigration authorities | lerm in their frustration “a blank wail.”
had heen called. { Mrs. Tannenbaum has said the end of

—Airs. Riha was “in an evideni frau- the search will come here in Denver ihis
matic state” at the neighbors’ home month.
where slie had been taken.

—A_jar, of ether and several ether- ment officials, Riha’s friends and col-
soaked gauze pads found by police: »n.__Je&gues — who hope Riha will _g;lggd_u, -

pear here.

There are many persons—law-enforce-
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His“ Fefori™ will serve to cdear up “all this innuendo,” his
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HISTORY PROFESSOR
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DY ANTHONY RIPLEY
Orec'al ta The New York Tumres

BOULIIR, Celo., Jan. 18§ ~—

A Coech-cnra associate profes- ¢

<a¢ ¢of Mmooy Russian histor,
has dirappooared frem the Uni-
versity o1 Coiorade campos,

‘Tho nas Riha, <0 30075 ol
Wwag st Sron nine mantis ago.
Tie It the wae o ahh it
aopatently lesk naaing with
Lingand left & mystesious trail

While fiieeds and  follvr,
Tacully meabers tear that Pro-
{e~anr Pilay may pe dead, polics
Gifi~iels in Bouldr and Denver
and the former president of the

@

Tolson e
Deloach o

Professor Vanishes

o ——

5 Mohr —
soL7 3 N by S A U
hes at the University of Coloradol-
- ' N Conrad
Felt
Gale
) 5 Rosen
i Sullivan
3 Tavel _
'é Trottel
i Tele. Room
) Holmes
: Gandy
; 5

university, Dr. Joseph Smilay,.
all insist he is alive,

fhey say thov have sproloer:
to 1egnonsible wersons in ihe
¥ederal Covarnment who have
csatied thera of tae professor’s
safely. They refused to a2y
oither publiclv or privately,!
who thelr «ourees were, '

In Washington, tae Federd!,.

Trean of Investication, thel
‘ Central Intclligence A geney and
the Stale Depariment all deny
trioving  anything about the
|w snd saenest it may be a
loe ! police matier,

JIrefessor  Riha, born  in
ranue, came to the United
Sites in 1947, He became 2

naturalized  citizen, and re
epinvdd his backelor’s and mas
er's degrees &b th» Uilversit
’(.E Califormia at Bokejer. I
1962 he received a dociorate
finm Harvard University,

Jle taught at {he Universitv
of Chicngo and al Marbury
University, in West Germany,
tafe e moving to the Universizy
of Colorado in 1867. .

Disaprotred Suddenly |

Prsfessor Riha  disappeared
s0 suddenly that, though nor-
11aty a neat and precise :man,
ke jent parsonal papers scat-
teizd on his university desk
whete he bnd been preparing
s income tx,

G2y ore person has main-
tined that he has been seen
s'nre his  disappearance  the
weeliead of March 15-18. That
I» Mrs, Galva ‘Tannenbaum of
Deaver, an ex-convict who says
s?;e_has spoken to him and that
ke is 1 Montreal.

. A number of letters ard
~rr-dn’t cards signed “Thom:s
P:zaa" have turned up, asd
uch of his personal property

i
5
|
%

i
;
i

; Y /ﬁl

[ N
o

.1as been sold or given away.

A V24
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Fref. Thomas Riha Rrs, Gaiye oanenbanmt o«
. e

_ . udgy aeat PGl Unpaid
Professor  Riha's 1awyon§" if‘dﬂ& eay b
Richard E. Hopkins, of Bouleer,| , FOllOWIng | G
sitys he is suspicious of the| Vs, Riha filad a counter-suit.
signatures and tae jetlers. | he won it on Sept. 30 and re-
m?ig“ﬁk}t:\{f‘ }}023;*,“3 }}fi I reeived a $5,000 judgmaent.
e o SERSA DY T LA0T )  Her hushaod did not appear
as Riha,” he said, “I simplvy, " e judement i
dom’t know whetier Pve heard| [ court, and the judgment s
frowa him> R SN eapaid. , P
; . ot 2 ver ol
Dr. Siiley, now president] - Proitssors ne phew, Z,
of the University of Texas .| WK Leveny, of Lyons, Golo,
irame to the Uniled States from

¥l Prso, said e was assured of ?

tr: professoi’s safety “by whatl , Czechoslovaia foliowing the
1 consider reliable sources” in} Russian invasion in 1533,
Washingion, ' Fellowing his uvncle’s disap-

vl ey
ALdpy

"I repeat my real regret “hat| | pearance, 11y, Corvanv. said
TTEAT 2o Beyond what T have; (M1S. Galya Tznrenbaum  of
szid,” be said in a telephope in- Denver, whom he bad met

: . R thr reiess i
tevvicwr. “A confidence is stil al | F0UBR Prefessor Riha, called
g ) i him and said that the professor
coniicince.” ., '{wovid not ke back, He said she
Prolessor Riha's former wife }asked them to dispose of his
lives in Breokiyn. The former {personal effects,
Hana Hruskova was also born | 1‘? the fotlowing weeks the
iin Czechosiovakiz and is 15 ‘E:\‘,’des‘m{i S er and house were
.. crenn i . et 30 and Ris furniture and pa-
years younger than ihe PrO-iners iransferred to Mrs, Thn
1 @ R < e ai-
fessor. . .incnbzum'skovse in Denver. Sha
At tha time of his diSad-,turned aver $19.009 worth of
pearance che had been gope Rt rih or

_the ©'his small art collecti
froz their kome for a W ¢X'popyer Ar‘L Museumtlon to the

a‘ter a_stormy scene in__ujzw!:~ Mrs. Tannenbaum, who spent
a neighber sald she flod 0 pagre “than o years in the
him, with her clothes sieliinZ! Srate Penitentiory at Dwight

.- ) ritiary dwight,
of efner, shouating she was t{g;»%?;tczn(;:uea;di)ng [gmlty to

H H o1 IR Y 1 oezzle 3

afraid acquaintances were try-; 1059’ Dr‘f‘a‘ontid‘ ;,?x% nc’:?rfeﬁ“
ing to kil her. 4

) AWith Lwo pistols and said she

Althe time,Professor Riha hid! was a brigadier general in 1nili-
already filnd divorce papurs to targ.intqlliqcnce.

S e rriage.t  She IS now awaiting trial

end their five-month marriage., JHg 7SO District Court

m} tharges of forging a wil}

Fg;lowms; tha death of Gustay

- Inzwersen, 78, a friend wao

"4 henbaum’s, Mre,
his disuppesrance,

1

The will was witnessed by
ir. Cerveny, who later repudi-
ated it in Depver pronvate
couit. -
Another friend of Mrs. Tan-
Barbara Eg-
bart, 51, died Scpt. 13 of eo-
dium cyanide poisoning,
Both dearhs are listed as
suspicious by the Denver police
and are under investigation.\,

* The Washington Post
Times Herald

i The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post

The Sunday Star (Washington)

The New York Times _iele
The Sun (Baltimore) ___#
The Daily World

ey

r’s),r"?

T

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

People’s World
Examinrer (Washington)
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;B a lettor dited L/8/70 to the Attorney Goneral (A0 requosting $88
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dated f/?G/uG Loston yvonort «mi:evd 8/31/00, il periainirs THES
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FBI
Date: 1/20/70

Tranemit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

f——-J—-_—-——-——-——-—————-—.-————_.

AIRTE
Via
(Priority)
__________________________________________________________ -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
, .
FROM: SAC, DEWNVER (105-4151) 0""’ \
VAN
THOMAS RIIA 4 /} 4
«iISCLLT ANEOUS -~ INFORMATION CONCERNING. /2 4?, =y
ReBulet 1/18/70. (é;f"_f("i i ,;
,/ el H;’,{f’jf -
This morning FRLD’_"‘TLLILS reporter for the }{’.’? H f§‘§§§
“Denver Post," Denver daily newspaper, teleoﬁonlcally{/ Y8 "°’;
contacted the Denver Office. ( o v %tf»}e :
(By way of background GILLIES has written :N{E
articles which have appeared in the "Denver Post" con- SSoT
cerning the so-called mysterious disappearance of THOMAS 8 23 ¥
R1IHA. RIHA, a naturalized American citizen of Czech birth, g9
was a History Professor at Colorado University in Boulder, goQF
Colorado. He disappeared in March, 1969. Copies of those :§f§
articles have been furnished to the Bureau). S8 T
GILLIES spoke to ASAC JOHN F. MORLEY in the g &ioky
absence of the SAC. He said he had a copy of a letter whiche & .9
the Bureau had written to the Honorable DONALD BROTZMAN oREY
concerning the RIHA matter, which was a letter in reply §'€:§3:
to an inquiry directed to the Bureau by BROTZMAN. »:j;%?
RIS
The Bureau had previously furnished the Denver . &73
Office a copy of its 1/15/70, letter to BROTZMAN, as well & 73
as a copy of BROTZMAN's 1/8/70, letter to the Attorney BN
J General, and those letters had been read by MORLEY upon nSA
receipt. In order to confirm whether GILLIES did in fact S°.3
have a copy of the Bulet, MORLEY asked him to read it. g
7 GILLIES read the letter and there is no doubt it was e
ﬁ in faect a copy of the Bu{ef,:u s 1/15/70, communication, _ 82
it | k', / '} et //”h :7 ‘:" wj z;‘f‘ fg'g\
LI f~Bureau (RM) (AM) ‘ G5 T &R
P4 9. Denver (1-105-4%151) Wil / - ' -;.rz,q}r? /»g;}“éﬁf
"5 JFM:hg  (1-47-3190 Galya Tannenbauin) ' ' 7. g8
N (4) e i v &S
ff,_‘ M o m v e 3 AR . :
\ APproved . Sent M  Per : ’_'_,:l“i‘r“

- 1AL ; L T T
:‘gm s5it0” betid: ‘3%8% is Ag%%fgén Sharge S AATRE
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DN 105-4151

GILLILS then told MORLEY the reason he was calling
was to obtain the FBI's comments in Denver concerning the
letter. MORLEY advised GLLILS the letter was very clear and
self-explanatory and no further comment was necessary.

The above is beino brought to the attention of
the Bureau for completion of their filac and alsc so the
Bureau will know a cooy of their communication was forwarded
to GILLIES of the "Denver Post" by BROTZMAH. a

BROTZMAW, a current U. S. Republican Congressman
from Colorado, is a former U. S. Attorncy here in Denver,
Local indications are BROTZMAN will run for re-elaction this
year and the "Denver Post" is the largest publication in
Colorado. Also BROTZMAN is a resident of Boulder, Colorado,
where he maintains a law practice. RIHA, the subject of
his inquiry, was also a resident of Boulder, and, as indicated
above, associated with the Colorado University faculty therve.

Denver is conducting no investigation in subject
matter.

The above is submitted for the Bureau's information.
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Br I RLD GILLIES

D aLr Poar S W
Crp orgnt, 1972, The Danaver Post, irc,

NEW YORK — Her normally expres-—
sive eves went suddenly dull as she sat
in the Czech restaurant on New York's
East Side ¢n this cold January night.

“I halieve Thomas may not be alive —
he does not ¢ven write his mether,” Mrs.
Hana Riha said.

The words came hesitantiy. and she
stared fixedly at the door at the back of
the restaurant. This door, she later dis-
closed. has a special significance, for it
was bovend this dosr, In the rostaurant's
garden area. where she and Prof. Thomas

Riha onnounced toeir engagement at a
isma]l party with friends in August 1968,
Strange Incidents

Now. almost 112 years later. Mrs. Riha
was talking with a newsman in the same
restaurant about the many strange inci-
dents surrounding the sudden disappear-
ance Afarch 17 of Riha, her former hus-
band. When he vanished, the Czechoslo-
vakian-born professor was an asso-
ciate professor of Russian history at the
Uhniversity of Colorado.

“No, n’ Mrs. Riha said, shaking her
head determinedly. “Thomas would not
do it this way — disappear so suddenly.
(If he were alive), he would contact his
mother, the university, his friends . ...
even me.

“When he does not do this, I can only
think he is not free to do what he
wants, I know Thomas; he is a responsi-
‘ble man.” .

Mrs. Riha insisted that the hasty dis-
posal of Riha’s property affer he dis-
appeared wasn't at all in keeping:- with

. e AT T S——————_——— i ————

- his outlook and attitudes. Riha's house

~and car were sold, and his arf works
were donated fo the Denver ArtZMuseum.

Documents connected with these trans
fers — along.'with Schecks issuediand
credit_card purchases made in his name

l—‘- are being scrutinized by Denver AT 804, where Mrs, Tapngnbaum

Pootie o

The profvssor also had a strong aftach-
ment to his Boulder home and especiaily
to his art works, Mrs. Riha said, 1

“His home,” she said, “was like a
sf'zst!e. He once said no one could throw
him out of his home. If they would, he
said he would be back in 24 hours. He
never would have left his job, his home,
his paintings. Not this way.”

AMrs. Riha quickly dismissed the claims
of Mrs. Galya Tannenbaum of 248 Logan

oeaforeen Bt offie T

U

St—Berver, who has described
herself as a friend of the pro-
fessor, -

Mrs. Tannenbaum was jailed
early Saturday in Boulder after
she was charged Friday in Dis-
trict Court there with forging
Riha's name to a $330 check
used to pay for a charter air-
plane flight from Longmont to
San Antonio, Tex., July 30. Li.

{Inalcate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Raiph Ruzicka of the Boulder Dates 1-25-70
Police Dep.artmen% se_l(iid a seal;)c;h Edition:  Jicme
g - » -

of her residence Friday ur}c ruthor: Fud Gillies
ered some books and letfers al- oo 3 s
legedly belonging to Riha. Editor:  Palmer Heyt

Mrs. Tannenbaum said in a Title: v
recent interview in Th.e. Denver Thomas Riha
Post that Riha had visited her AR S ROy
home twice after he disappeared Chasacter: RS
—once in May and again last : T
summer. Each time, Mrs. Tan- or ]
nenbaum said, Riha stayed only % Classification: 105-4151
for a day or so, not contacting| Submitting Office: Denver
any of his friends or colleagues J 1 "
or his nephew, Zdenek Cerveny..y ‘0 [] Being Investigate

“This is not like Tom,™ Y& B T
Riha said. She pictured het ;pw /7, w’"w!i Y g
mer husband as a man who*en- —— ﬁ':’“m' "f‘ﬁl’
joyed contacts with his friends ‘.:xOT Eium?z :}Q ._
and stndents. 15y FEB O W/

Mrs. Riha also was openly
skeptical of Mrs. Tannenbaum’s — S )
announcernent {hat Riha would _ s

; be coming sometime fhis monih OB ST .i' £ ;
to Denver from Montreal, Can- . a4,
/] ,;i;iié‘/ Q "'/{’{jv
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‘in hiding, because of the di-

_reported. Their discussion, if is

- ®
- (w,!,. G

said Riha has heen staying, Tailed States from Vienno. - 'hedroom, locking the.docr.
Agam, irs. Riha cited fife where he had fled from Cemn-'Aller a while, shie becane aware
professor’s failure to centact his munist-oceupied Crechislovakia, of a strong edor coming through
mother and friends as the fuel  Ceprvery w5 admitted to the 2 furnace vent in the wall. She
for the growmng fear that seme- Tpited Srales carly in Novambaribegan {o feel dizzy and closed
thing has happened to Riha. ' of the samn vear. the vent. She heard veices out-
“Thomas,” Mrs. Riha mxd.; Mrs, Biha said her own davsiside her bedroom and called
“loved his work, his writing. mf trial heown lasr Yebruay oul, “What are you trying fo
Not for the name ii goi Lim »‘.’mn( the {ftae her hoskard 0?7 The voices on the other
but because be was this way.”|siled for a divoree. She began side of the door were those of
She also said Riha spent {receiv ing sirnnae ielephone her husband and Mrs., Tannen-
much time cutside his classes [ealls, she soil, even as sne and'baum. :
working with his studeals 2t his: Riha conbivucd to live af ther Then there was a hissing
study on the CU campus andjRBoulder hume. Whese calls cane sound, and strong fumes, simi-
at his home. at all hours of the day or niehi, Har to those she defected earlier,
“He was popular with the stu-! and thove never was anv con- ;Pagen fo waft under the bed-
dents,” she said, “He liked Boul-f vorsation on the other end offreom door.
der; there was no reason for’ the line, she said. She became dizzy and opened!
him to leave. This was his ;uc.”; And for some time, Mrs. |2 bedroom window, broke the
Mrs. Riha said she “can’t re-- Riha said, she had been under{screen and called for help. !
member” whether she declied steady pressire from Mrs. Tan-l - Prof. Robert Hanson, a neigh-*
to have Blouder police file a nenbaum to sign sume papers bor, ran {o her assistance and
missing person report on Riha  which she was told had some- pulled her out the window.
shortly after he dxsanpeamd ihing to do with her immigra- With the help of another
while the couple was in ke §tion status 25 an alien from  neégnbor, Prof. Richard Wil-
midst of divorce proceedings.; (zechoslovahia, JMrs. Rihs said son, she was {aken to the Wil-
(A divorce decree was granied’ sho never was told of the exact <on home. From here she tele-

her counter claim of cruelty by nature of these nupers. phoned her attoruey in New
Boulder District Court Sept. 50, 'This past week, 3rs. Rila’s York. Afterward she went with
1969.) atforney jn New York cor-  Bir. and Mrs. Hanson back to

firmed that ke had steadily ad- the Riha house. Here she

vised Mrs, Liba rot to sign any backed some of her clothes and
veree, and that he will be back.”| ducumen! usless il was ap- then went with the Hansons to
she said. She became convineed| pioved by bim or her auc"rev tie Boulderado Hofel. She

that Riha truly was missing. wee in Beulder. siayed at the hotel uniil she
said, when she read ihe Dec. 28 In a telenhoie conversation Jolt &pril 5 for New York City.
article in The Denver Post not-, March 8. {ho atlorney said he, Bouider police said in their
ing that Riha's art works had, informed Airs. Tounpenbaumi of report of the incident that Mrs.
been donated to the Denver|the advice ke had given Mrs. Tannenbaum met them in front
Art Museum. Riha. of the Riha house and told them

“His home was a museunw”{ The next movning, at about Mrs. Riha had Jecked herself in
she said. She recalled that Riha.| 12:39 a.m., Mrs. Riha wag {he bedroom, from which ether

assisted by her father who was: pulled oul a window in her fumes were ceming. When she
then vmtmg in Boulder, xefm-‘ home as she screamed for heln, and Riha threatened to break
ished many of Riha’s art works  and a strong orler of cther clung the bedroom door, s, Tannen-
in January 1959. This was less, fo her hody and nightclothes.  -batm said, Mrs. Riha went to'
than three months before thu’ Boulder police say they were the window and started scream-
vanished. called to the Rina nouse by, ing.

“Thomas was 80 happy (Wi}&h Mrs, Tannenbawm o invest.- \IBOUI%GY police reported that
the refinished art works) — he . {Mrs. Tannenbaum told police
was like a child,” Mrs. Riha g:fﬁnh‘s ;sml;]m{;i ‘I\lgievaf‘;‘;;n"‘ Mrs. Riha wasn't a citizen, her
said. Riha at the um': police said. visa had expired and the im-

And friends of Riha said he ' new vort v’tfus' ast week, imigration authorities had been
was immensely happy at the  pp.o Riha gave thxslverswn o called.
matriage to Hana on Oct. 13, oyon:e. Rli’ohce said they found Mrs.
1968, in Boulder. _ . iha “in an evidenl traumatic

Tt was al the wedding recep- |, ts};%(ﬁ?td {‘gm)”;’]“ fsoq‘ﬂ:ed“f“e;sfate” at the Wilson home,
tion that Rika first met Mrs. v7o.0p'g ‘V.fovlt of th;;lé f Y zwh‘.re she had been taken,
Tannenbaum. Mrs. Riha said. nad stayed at ‘he Boi lg, sd A jar of ether and several

Riha and Mrs. Tannenbaum,: Tiotel in Boulbdolr yemt ;n erace !f'mze pads found by police in
who wasn't among the invited reom to avoid ceving Egl'sg 'l? , the bed covers of Mrs. Riha's

“I kept thinking Themas was

guests at the veception. spoke nenhaum, i bedroom were laler fiarned over
“a fairly long time” in a room -fo her Boulder at‘rnoy. Mrs.

) . h The house was dar on sl
near the main festivities, friends entered, hut §;° sit ,:( t‘;’}g“:u‘ “"I ina has said she doesa’t know
. e o "§¥ bow the jar and pads gol” milo

said, feved on ways to brirg door close slowly and howst, her bed
1a, centevec Y “hispers from inside the voom. ;

‘fiha's nephew, Cerveny, to ll:ug}hL immediately went to hor
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A .S, Immigration and Nai-'Cnol;, is known to have wv.j;tten",.ay he picked some wild flow-
uralization Service (INSV offi-‘early in December to Scoth ‘“g.g and presented them *ts-Yis
cial in Denver said recently - ‘Werper, FBI special agent in -yiry ’

Mrs. Tannenbaum has no offi- lcharge al Denver, secking in- 'Ro'calling this time, Mrs
cial connection with INS. “formation about her son. Dr.  IRiha was pensive Her glance
The week after the incident at¥Cook reportedly is quite ill, aft~ otice again went to the door at
the Riha home scemed unevenr-{er undergoing two major opera-{ e hack of ihe éycchu restau-
ful for Riha — he mel his  ytions. rant here. Then she smiled
classes, attended a depart- 4 Inquiries about Riha ere be-} wanly and said:
mental meeting and counseled ling continued by the Denver “For him. life was like a
his students. A note on his cal-#Post, contacting federal agen- |fowor. He ’e!{]oyed life so
endar pad Tuesday, March 11.f cies; U.S. Rep. Donald G. Brols’ p:poh jHe was so alive. S~ —-
indicated he was to have din-|man; R-Colo., and Cavadian | ’
ner with the “Colonel.” Riha J immigration officials.
was often known fo have used| Denver Dist. Atty. Mike Mc-’
that name when speaking of ! Kevill said he has been con-

Mrs. Tannenbaum. ducting an “extensive investiga-
LAST SEEN - tion”” of Riha’s absence and re-

Riha was scen up to abouljlafed matters. This investiga-
12:30 a.m.. Saturday, March 15.; tion, MeKevitt noted, is heing
when he left a familv parly at aj cpordinated with probes of {he

. friend’s home in Boulder. No | Ilonver and Boulder Police Le-s
one excepl Mrs. Tannenbaum | partments and the Bouider d3-

has come forth to say he hasj trict attorney. i .
seen the professor sinee that Here in New York, Mrs. Rika
| time. : “has been told about sorne of the

Rika was officially declared! misspellings and awkward
missing Monday, March 17, | grammatical expressions in lei-
twhen his bricfcase was found ters and documents signed
open amid books and papers on Thomas Riha, which have ap-
his desk in his CU study where peared since his disappearance. ’
he had failed to appear all day. Her reaction has been instant: '

:Federal agencies epparenily * These papers aren’t genuine,
hive issued conflicting repor's she said.

- telling some pevsons they “Thamas was {ussy about the
lknow nothiug abeut Riba and language.” she insisted. “He
telling others they have knowl- <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>